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Refuge 


By Margaret S. Fellows 


Deuteronomy 33:27; Isaiah 49:2 


NE day Thine arms of love 
0 Reached down from Heaven above 
To my extremity, 
And drew me up to Thee 
By way of Calvary ... 


Within Thy hand I hide, ... 
There safely I abide 
Because One willingly 
Poured out His life for me 
At cruel Calvary . 


Though storms and foes assail, 
Thine arms will NEVER fail 
To hold me close to Thee 
For all eternity, 
Because of Calvary! 
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The Church Recumbent 


We have all heard of the Church 
Militant. In its ranks are all the re- 
deemed who are using their time and 
talents to proclaim the Gospel and 
Strengthen their brethren... We have 
heard of the Church Triumphant. It 
comprises all who, having washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb, are “with Christ; which 
is far better.” “They rest from their 
labours; and their works do follow 
them” (Rey. 14:13). But, unhappily, 
there is another large contingent in the 


living Church. It might be called the 
Church Recumbent. If they are truly 
born again, its members will have their 
place in the Church Triumphant, but 
they cannot be called Militant. These 
have already begun to “rest from their 
labours.” They go to church Sunday 
morning (where they may doze a bit), 
but they like their quiet Sunday eve- 
nings at home and are overcome with 
fatigue on prayer meeting night. Any 
responsibility in the church is definitely 
out of the question, and if they are 
asked to teach a Sunday school class 
they may reply —as one well-qualified 
man actually did to a superintendent — 
“I like to give others a chance.” They 
let their pastors and teachers do their 
Bible study for them. They are. weak 
on private prayer and Bible reading. 
They want to belong to a church, but 
they have a knack of hiding their light 
under a bushel in their business and 
social relationships. They like to re- 
member such texts as “God .. . giveth 
us richly all things to enjoy” (1 Tim. 
6:17), but they steer clear of such stern 
words as, “If any man will come after 
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me, let him deny himself, and take up 
his cross, and follow me” (Matt. 16:24); 
“Yea, and all that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 
Tim. 3:12). Spiritually, they fit into 
Solomon’s literal description: “Yet a 
little sleep, a little slumber, a little 
folding of the hands to sleep: so shall 
thy poverty come as one that travelleth, 
and thy want as an armed man” (Prov. 
6:10, 11). They hover in the background 
of Isaac Watts’ hymn: “Must I be car- 
ried to the skies on flow’ry beds of ease, 
while others fought to win the prize, 
and sailed thro’ bloody seas?” Oh, that 
more would get transferred from the 
Church Recumbent to the Church Mili- 
tant! Rest of heart is promised here 
and ‘now to every believer, but not rest 
from labor. God still says to His own 
people concerning the world, “This is 
not your rest” (Mic. 2:10). It is glori- 
ous to be able to sing, “When the roll 
is called up yonder I'll be there”; but, 
in the meantime, “let us labor for the 
Master from the dawn till set of sun, 
let us talk of all His wondrous love and 
care.” 
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Alcohol and the United Nations 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


Organization of the United Nations 


Tor Secretariat of the World Health 
has had a report made on the ques- 


tion of alcoholism. The preparation of 
this report was entrusted to Dr. A. Ca- 
vaillon of the Ministry of Public Health 
of the French Government, assisted by 
Dr. Dérobert, a French specialist, and 
Dr. R. Hercod of Lausanne. It fills sixty- 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“For thus saith the high and 
lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy; I dwell in the 
high and holy place, with him also 
that is of a contrite and humble 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of 
the contrite ones” (Isa. 57:15). 




















six pages and treats of the medical, 
social-economic, and practical phases of 
the subject. It is headed with a quota- 
tion from Plato’s Symposium, “To me, 
indeed, this at any rate is one truth 
proved by medical practise: drunkenness 
is the bane of the world.” (We may 
interject that those who think the drink 
problem with all its perplexities was 
unknown to Christ and the apostles 
should meditate on these words of: four 
hundred years before Christ.) 

The Report opens with a brief survey 
of present physiological knowledge.. The 
data are radical.. Alcohol is a. poison 
to the nervous system. The double solu- 
bility of alcohol in water and fat en- 
ables it to invade the nerve cell. Every- 
thing happens as if the alcohol isolated 
the peripheral neurons from the central 
one. According to Marchand, a man 
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may become a chronic alcoholic without 
ever having shown symptoms of drunk- 
enness. In the families of alcoholics 
there is a high proportion of psycho- 
paths. This is illustrated from data fur- 
nished by the Swiss psychiatrist, Dr. 
Demme: . 


Description In 10 families In sober 
of alcoholics families 

Total number of 

children .....0. 57 61 
Died at early age 25 or 43.8% 5 or 8.2% 
Epileptics . 5 or 8.7% None 
Normal physically 

and mentally ..10 or 17.5% 50 or 81:9% 


Allusion is then made to the reduc- 
tion of the plague by various legisla- 
tive measures. In France, during the 
war and under wine rationing which 
closely approximated Prohibition, while 
the general.death rate increased because 
of the privation and violence of the 
time, sickness and death from alcohol- 
ism decreased astonishingly. Similar 
wartime restrictions in Denmark in 
World War I resulted in a fall in con- 
sumption of spirits from 5.1 liters in 1911 
to 1.26 in 1917 and to .20 in 1918! 

Brief mention is then made of educa- 
tional measures. These are most highly 
developed in Sweden. The national 
Government undertakes a systematic, 
sciéntific instruction of its people. Thus 
every year, in various parts of the coun- 
try, special courses are arranged for 
teachers, lasting from three to five days. 
The lecturers are eminent specialists, 
mostly university professors. Beside this 
is an annual course lasting several weeks 
and given in Stockholm to prepare those 
who wish to devote themselves to anti- 
alcohol teaching. There are also anti- 
alcohol conferences subsidized by the 
Government to which the general public 
is admitted. 

The Swedish Government further pub- 
lishes material for widespread circula- 
tion. Among these publications is a 
large pamphlet, scientific in character, 
which deals with the traffic problem. It 
is distributed to all motorists, motor- 
cyclists, and airmen. For army con- 
scripts, it issues and distributes without 
charge an interesting, factual booklet, 
“What Every Soldier Should Know 
About Alcohol” and a guide on the alco- 
hol question to be used by officers in 
instructing troops. These are issued in 
collaboration with the Adjutant Gen- 
eral’s office. 

Finally it publishes a handbook for 
schoolmasters, pays for material used 
in instruction, and prints plates needed 
to visualize instruction, 


After this wide survey of various as- 
pects of the problem, the Committee, re- 
porting under Dr. Cavaillon’s guidance, 
proceeds to recommendations. It speaks 
first of the economic power of the capital 
invested in the drink industry, ever 
active in preventing reform. As a pre- 
liminary program it offers that of the 
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International Union Against Alcoholism, 
which met in Brussels in 1946: 


Prohibition of sale to minors, or on 
credit, or in exchange for work. 

Compulsory teaching in schools on 
the effects of alcohol. 

Prohibition of drinking during serv- 
ice, and twenty hours before, by trans- 
port workers in all fields—air, sea, 
river, and land, 

Prohibition of sale within 300 feet 
of churches, schools, and law courts. 

Prohibition of sale on election days 
and evenings before. 

Increased taxation of drink in order 
to restrict sale. 


The World Health Organization is then 
urged to attach particular importance 
to the problem of education in the sub- 
ject from primary schools through all 
degrees up. It should actively contribute 
toward the formation of specialized 
medical personnel, whose task it would 
be to complete the education of teachers 
from the moment they begin their pro- 
fessional training. 


The World Health Organization should 
further take steps to increase the num- 
ber of hours to devoted to the teach- 
ing of the pathology of alcohol in the 
medical faculties of the various coun- 
tries. .. . We have observed in students 
and young physicians an obvious insuffi- 
ciency in knowledge regarding alcohol- 
ism: also in practicing physicians who, 
so far from exploding the myth that 
alcohol gives strength, permit their pa- 
tients to drink and often go to the length 
of advising them to use it as a tonic. 

It would be desirable for the World 
Health Organization to undertake to 
sponsor congresses, post-graduate courses, 
etc., for doctors, and to facilitate as far 
as possible the holding of public confer- 
ences on antialcoholism. To facilitate 
the carrying out of this program, the 
World Health Organization should enter 
into contact with specialized agencies 
such as FAO, ILO, UNESCO, the Trus- 
teeship Department, etc. 


In addition, a series of principles are 
commended which, while adhering to 
the foregoing, make important additions: 





Coming Next Week 


HE Children’s Book Number of 

THe Sunpay ScHoot Trmes is 
one that is always eagerly wel- 
comed by readers as a safe guide 
for the purchase of books for boys 
and girls and young people. Next 
week’s issue will be no exception 
to the rule. In addition to a large 
number of reviews of the latest 
and best in juvenile books in next 
week’s Trmes, Laura Z. LeFevre, 
well known to: Sunpay ScHOooL 
TIMEs readers of her books by her 
pen name Zenobia Bird, has a 
timely word to parents and 
workers with young people as to 
their responsibility to “Give At- 
tendance to Reading.” 

The issue will also carry the 
fourth article in John -S. Hall’s 
missionary biography of “Karga, 
Cannibal Turned Christian.” 
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The prohibition of absinthe and sj 
ilar compounds, - 

Prohibition zones are suggested aroung 
— buildings, cemeteries, hospi 

arracks, penitentiaries, arsenals, 
buildings in which troops, sailors, or 
airmen are lodged. Also about factories 
where dangerous substances are handled 
as arsenic and derivatives, phosphorus, 
chloroform, ethyl alcohol, ether, carbon 
disulphide, etc. 

No company or person shall own or 
operate, directly or indirectly, more than 
one shop selling drink for consumption 
on premises. 

If two successive breaches of the law 
are committed by the same establish. 
ment within a period of two years, the 
court shall order the _ establishment 
closed. 

Any criminal sentence of any kind 
shall disqualify from operating a drink. 
shop for a period fixed by the court, 


Compulsory blood tests are proposed 
for all employed in transportation, for 
any who have committed a crime while 
intoxicated, for any who have caused 
accident when intoxicated, for all who 
apply for a position in public service. 

(Continued on page 914) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Baraca-Philathea Bible Classes 


Some years ago you gave a history 
of the “Philathea Bible Class.” One 
of the classes in our church has used 
this name for years. Some of the 
present members are not acquainted 
with the history, as to how the name 
was adopted, etc. It is their under- 
standing that there is an organization 
in Philadelphia who keep in touch 
with classes by this name. 


I wonder if you will be good enough 
to give me the name and address of 
such organization. It would be nice 
to have that history again—A Penn- 
sylvania reader, 

The movement now known as. the 
World Wide Baraca-Philathea Union was 
founded in 1890 by Marshall A, Hudson 
when the first Baraca Bible Class was 
organized in Syracuse, N. Y. “Baraca” 
is derived from the Hebrew word in 2 
Chronicles 20:26. It means “blessed,” 
and the purpose of the classes is thus 
expressed: “We aim to make happy all 
who come within our circle.” “Philathea” 
is derived from two Greek words, philos 
and alethia. It means “lovers of truth.” 
Baraca classes are for men, Philathea 
classes for women, and the hyphenated 
name is used for mixed classes. One of 
their key texts is, “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me” 
(Phil. 4:13), and their motto, “Win the 
one next to you.” The movement is 
world-wide and _ interdenominational. 
One descriptive leaflet declares that the 
Baraca-Philathea movement “has proved 
effective in winning men and women 
to the Lord Jesus Christ; enthusing them 
with the desire for salvation o* othet 


(Continued on page 914) 
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Ill. Karga’s Excursions Out of the Narrow Way 


“Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; for 
the Lord upholdeth him with his hand” (Psa. 37:24) 


tian life Karga was sloughing off 

from his person al] needless orna- 
ment and he consistently made little 
display of swanky _ toggery, yet here 
again there arose occasion when the 
“stupid” streak in him might make him 
childishly vain, and he would show up 
some morning in some most fantastic 
rig: a great red fez set off with the most 
garish blue feathers or a massive turban 
and robe. These latter were lent to 
him, no doubt, by those in kings’ reti- 
nues, but made him to appear in his 
spiritual father’s eyes as a fool. 


Fes an early stage of his Chris- 


Looking for Political Honors 

Then again, this meek man, who could 
willingly be trampled on as refuse for 
Christ’s sake — how strange it was to 
see hiny at two or three critical times 
yielding to the lure of earthly power and 
aligning himself with the chief of Kal- 
tungo for political service and honors! 
It is true that Karga was in the line 
of descent for political position, and 
true that great pressure and much per- 
suasion, with wealth of promises, were 
brought to bear on him. In 1947 that 


particular temptation was strong on him 


and he was yielding. The chief of Kal- 
tungo, chief when we first entered the 
country and chief then still, had asked 
Karga to take over the political over- 
sight of the main part of. his. town. 
Over and. over’ again the chief had 
pressed this on Karga, kncwing so well 
his powers of leadership, but Karga had 
declined. The chief argued this time 
that Karga could fill both posts, under- 
shepherd in the church and petty ruler 
in the town. Karga had encouraged the 
chief to believe he would. The news 
of this intention spread in no time among 
all the Christians in all the tribes com- 
prising the one-hundred-thousand block, 
of which I have already made mention. 
It would have been difficult to find one 
responsible Christian among all these, 
and especially in his own church group 
in Kaltungo and Biliri who agreed that 
he should take the political job. The 
missionaries showed the plan no favor. 
They counseled against it. At the turn 
of the year I was back in Tangale for 
a period of Bible ministry at the in- 
vitation of Mr. and Mrs. Crawford of 
Kaltungo and Mr. and Mrs. Harling of 
Biliri. And the news of Karga's tenta- 
tive promise to the chief was conveyed 
to me. I had him called and we talked 
it over. He sat on a mat by me as I 
was seated on a low chair in the thirty- 
odd-years-old hut where in the very 
first days he received the Word of 


One understandable and pardonable 
fault in many biographical sketches 
and biographies is that nothing is 
said of a man’s failings. But lessons 
can be learned from the weaknesses 
of others, when they are viewed in 
the right light, for they are warn- 
ings in the shape of object lessons 
to each of us and they may encour- 
age us as we see that God is able to 
forgive, restore, and still use fallible 
human beings in His service. In this 
third article of his series of five Mr. 
Hall deals gently and sympatheti- 
cally with some things in Karga’s 
life that were not to his credit, and 
he tells how they were dealt with. 
In the fourth article he will tell how 
the last sin mentioned in this article 
was rooted out. 








Christ and began to follow Him. He 
admitted at once that he had encour- 
aged the chief to count on his serving 
in the political post. . I said: 

“My boy, that was the thing you re- 
nounced when you became a Christian. 
None of your fellow elders believes you 
should put yotir hand to that work. 
Not one of the responsible Christians 
in the church in Kaltungo thinks you 
should add that work to your oversight 
work in the church. None of all those 











Karga and Mr. Hall 


One of the more recent pictures of Karga. 
Projaciog corner of church grass roof showing 
on right. 


By JOHN S. HALL, M.A. 


who have come to Christ in all the 
neighboring towns and tribes believes 
you should try both jobs. They see dis- 
aster in it; disaster for you and dis- 
aster for the weak of the flock who look 
up to you for shepherding and food. Your 
whole family, your children, and other 
kin will falter and stumble at the slack- 
ened zeal and care of their father and 
guardian. You have friends innumer- 
able, too, my boy, hosts of white friends 
who have prayed for you through the 
years, and when I meet with them in 
our country their first inquiry will be 
about Karga, first of the believers from 
the Cannibals’ country. What shall I 
say to these? Shall I have to say that 
you have come down to being a chief? 
The first followers of Christ were won 
by that cry, ‘Behold the Lamb! They 
joined in-the cry and raised it all their 
lives. In death they still cried it. The 
aged John never forgot the first day 
of Christ’s disclosures to his mind and 
heart, and in old age, impoverished and 
banished to a lonely isle for his testi- 
mony to Jesus, sought no release and 
no greater relief than still to see Jesus 
only, the Lamb in the midst of the 
throne, and to unfold His revelation to 
the world and to generations to come 
after.” 


Sorrow That Wrought Repentance 

We were looking straight into each 
other’s eyes. The tears now from his 
gushed forth and ran down his cheeks, 
and he sobbed out the words, “I’ll tell 
the chief to look for another, not me.” 
In another moment we were on our 
knees together, shedding tears and cry- 
ing from hearts of the same flesh to 
the one dear Lord who redeemed us by 
His blood and called us by His grace to 
serve Him in His Gospel. Yes, and our 
cry itself was one: we were His, our 
Lord’s, we had failed Him times with- 
out number. Our sense of failure lay 
hard upon us now. He had never failed 
and would not fail us now. Here we 
were at His feet. Let Him raise us 
once more with the whisper of pardon 
again in our ears’ and our lives recon- 
secrated to His will and work. And 
“Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and 
to day, and for ever,” heard us, we 
knew, and we rose to go forward in His 
way. 

Alas! that later in the year again 
Karga was once more open to the Satanic 
suggestion and to the pressure of wrong 
counselors, and he agreed to serve with 
the chief in the post previously offered 
and. turned down. Again, however, 
thank God! the prayers of his fellow 
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Christians and the firm but kindly help 
of the missionaries. helped him to a 
repudiation of the whole business which 
was final. 

Another occasion arose when Karga’s 
grandfather would have. called him 
“stupid.” It was when he compromised 
his testimony and in his place as leader 
led others into compromise over wed- 
ding gifts made to a Kaltungo man 
turned Moslem. The man was the eld- 
est son of the chief of Kaltungo and 
was local treasurer in the Native Gov- 
ernment Administration. This young 
fellow had refused to hear the Gospel 
and had, instead, become a Mohamme- 
dan. He was married, but to pagan 
women. And one day it was announced 
he had married a Mohammedan woman 
and had brought her to his house. 
Somebody among the hangers-on about 
the chief and his son took the latter 
a goat as an installation present. Pretty 
soon others did the same. Then Karga 
followed with a like gift, the inevitable 
sequence to which was that others of 
the leaders in the church followed with 
their gifts. What a foul stain these 
brought upon their holy profession! 
When the thing was brought to light, 
there was but one way of washing that 
stain off the church, and that was by 
church discipline; and I, being there at 
the time, took the lead in its adminis- 
tration. And Karga—their native 
leader — had to take his discipline with 
the smaller fry: a cutting-off from the 
communion for a month or two —lI for- 
get how many now — and a cessation for 
the time from all church ministry and 
work. At the end of the time they were 
received back to the fellowship, each in 
the same way of contrition and confes- 
sion of their grievous error, 


Nor was Karga faithful and alert 


when he closed his eyes to a situation 
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in the Kaltungo church, the fact and evil 
of which came into the open when the 
missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. Crawford, 
were home on furlough, and I was out 
in the district among the churches with 
Bible teaching ministry. The last war 
was still in progress. Making a great 
contribution in voluntary enlisting, Tan- 
gale was Officially said to have sent to 
the war more men in proportion to its 
numbers than any other tribe in Nigeria. 
But the motives at work were not al- 
ways singly patriotic. Or at least the 
patriotism broke down now and then in 
the presence of a great temptation. On 
this wise: Wives of enlisted soldiers 
were given specially large money allow- 
ances. Many unmarried soldiers in or- 
der. to get the larger allowances that 
might be received on their behalf and 
put by for them at home declared sisters 
and other women friends and even their 
mothers as their wives, These would com- 
ply and get allotment cards accordingly 
and present themselves monthly to re- 
ceive wives’ money. A proportion of 
these soldiers were professing Christians, 
as also were a proportion of the women 
and girls holding the cards illegally. At 
this time there was actually one in jail 
for this offense who was an old-time 
“follower,” and still with prestige of 
leader. Then an elder, a dear man won 
to God by blood and tears and sweat 
(if ours and his, yet only as they were 
Another’s first, long since!), and who 
was caught in this Devil’s trap, came 
and told me he had been letting his 
young daughter hold a lying card. That 
daughter had been saved from infant 
starvation by the missionary mother’s 
ministries years before and had later 
come to receive salvation in the higher 
sense. Something hateful surely in a 
Christian church was happening here, 
and the whole foul thing was still cov- 


uly 1949 
Douglas, John. Agnes. 
: b all He 


han, J es 





Mr. and Mrs. John S. Hall and Their Family 


Standing: Helen Tilles Hall, Norman, James, Douglas, John, Agnes. Seated: Margaret, 
Mrs. Hall, Esther, Mr. Hall, Helen 
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ered. The fact is this cheating was going 
on everywhere throughout Nigeria, from 
which great contingents of voluntarily 
enlisted natives had been mustered for 
the war in India, Burma, Palestine, ang 
elsewhere over the East. The whole 
thing was known as a general fact to 
the Government, but the evil was too 
widespread and universal for them to 
cope with. There are some things Goy. 
ernment cannot ‘do, and it is no shame 
to them. But the Lord Jesus said of 
His Church that the gates of hell should 
not prevail against it. And there are 
resources and powers and measures jn 
any local church for the purging out 
of evil and the triumph of virtue and 
truth, 
(To be continued) 


Reviving the Midweek 
Prayer Meeting 
By the Rev. Douglas M. White 


OME time ago I received a church 
bulletin from a pastor who had just 
moved to a new field, and was intro- 
ducing his program of procedure to his 
people. Among other matters was the 
Wednesday evening service. He an. 
nounced it as the “Midweek Preaching 
Service,” giving the topic of his sermon 
for that week. He stated that they 
would have three preaching services a 
week, and that he would preach some 
of his best sermons on Wednesday nights, 
Then, by way of explanation, he went 
on to say that they would discontinue 
the use of the term “Prayer Meeting” 
because it was a misnomer. He also 
said that there was nat a church in the 
convention that really had a prayer 
meeting on Wednesday night, and they 
should be honest about it and stop call- 
ing it that, 

It is not my purpose to raise objections 
to his conclusion, though it is a sweep- 
ing indictment. I suspect that there is 
far too much truth in what he says, 
and the exceptions are few and far be- 
tween. Neither would I set forth the 
midweek service in our church as ex- 
emplary. Nevertheless, we do feel that 
ours is more than just a nominal prayer 
service. 

Feeling the great need for united 
prayer in the church, and realizing that 
the Wednesday evening service was not 
fulfilling its specified purpose to that 
end, we tried an experiment. It had 
been customary to call upon two or three 
to lead in prayer at intervals during 
the service, but that was all. Throwing 
it open for a season of prayer before 
dismissing did not help matters much 
either. It usually resulted in a few 
adults doing all the praying, and even 
that was scanty. 

After the Bible study or devotional 
message we now divide up into groups 
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‘and go to separate rooms for a season 


of prayer. We began with four groups: 
adult women, adult men, young people 
and intermediates together, and from 
juniors on down. Now we have two 
adult groups for women, and a separate 
jntermediate group. This means that six 
people can be praying at the same time, 
and possibly eight or ten times as many 
people will participate in the season of 
prayer as heretofore. Recently we had 
thirty-one in the young people’s group, 
with possibly half of them praying. 
Someone is designated to preside in 
each of the adult groups, and an adult 
is in charge of each of the other groups, 
The pastor meets with the young peo- 
ple. Requests are called for before 
breaking up into groups, and again after 
each group convenes. Sometimes the 
requests are repeated and designated to 
individuals, so that every request will 
be remembered. The youngsters natu- 
rally do not-pray at great length, so 
Bible quotations and choruses are in- 
terspersed with the prayers. In the adult 
groups there is danger of one or two 
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people consuming all the time. Prayers 
should be short and to the point. 

The young people had not been ac- 
customed to praying like this, and it 
took some time to get them started. By 
asking this one and that one to please re- 
member special requests, we got the 
session started and then others would 
follow their example. Many innovations 
can be introduced, and we will do this 
as time goes on, but the group idea has 
taken hold here and has greatly added 
to the value of our midweek service. 

We claim no originality for this idea, 
and we feel sure that many other 
churches have adopted a similar tech- 
nique. This is the second pastorate in 
which we have tried it and it has proved 
very satisfactory, so we would like to 
pass it on to those who have perhaps not 
tried it so far. We believe it will work 
in any church if properly and con- 
scientiously carried out, and will go a 
long way toward justifying the title of 


“Prayer Meeting” for the midweek 
service, 
BASSETT, VA. 


Following Up That Absentee 


Using prayer, persistence, and patience to win Intermediates to regular attendance 


S A teacher of Intermediates, I rec- 
ognize the fact that absentees are 


.the greatest of all problems confronting 


our Sunday schools. Often we wish 
problems were solved but have no de- 
sire to use any great effort in solving 
them. We wish Mary and Johnny were 


_not absent, but do nothing about it when 


they are. We usually mean to “follow 
them up,” but that is the one task that 
is put off until last, and then all too 
often is neglected altogether. 

If we wish to be successful in having 
absentees become active members, the 
teachers must sincerely want each mem- 
ber present. Mr. Absentee Johnny has 
a sixth sense that tells-him Mr, Teacher 
doesn’t really mind his absence, for the 
class is much quieter and more atten- 
tive without him. 

Since a doctor cannot effect a cure 
until the patient’s case has been care- 
fully diagnosed, let us examine Absentee 
Johnny and see why he gets his first 
mame. Possibly he is not at Sunday 
school because he is indifferent. Per- 
haps his home is not conducive to Chris- 
tian living. Does he stay out so late 
on Saturday night that -he fails to 
awaken in time to get to Sunday school? 
Is he one of those who has to work all 
the week and must get his rest on Sun- 
day? Or does he have to work at home 
on Sunday after having worked away 
all the week? Does he have other in- 
terests which take up his time on Sun- 


day morning? 


By EMMAI WILLIAMS 


These are Johnny’s usual problems; 
the ones Teacher will hear about if he 
insists on Johnny’s giving a reason for 
his absence. The one Johnny doesn’t 
tell is that the class session is dull and 
uninteresting. The teacher fails to pre- 
pare his lesson thoroughly. Even though 
the teacher may use his time, the 
Johnnys always know whether he has 
put the necessary preparation and prayer 
on that lesson. We teach better by 
example than by lecture. 

The teacher’s life must be consistent 
with the things he teaches. If one of 
the class members detects that *the 
teacher has made a mistake, let him 
humbly acknowledge it, proving he can 
take instructions. 

If the teacher is not to blame for 
Johnny’s absence, then what is the gen- 
eral attitude of the other class members 
toward him? Do they look down on 
him as inferior? Are they jealous of 
him? Are they unfriendly? 

A teacher can do much to rectify any 
of these conditions. There are almost 
always one or two popular, dependable 
boys in the class. Talk with one of 
them about Johnny’s problem, saying, 
“Dan, what about being real nice to 
Johnny until he feels more at home in 
class?” By Dan’s attitude Johnny finds 
that he has become one of the gang. 
He is no longer self-conscious. 

An alert, consecrated Christian who 
thoroughly prepares each lesson, con- 
stantly seeking power to glorify his 
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Master through prayer, has a magnetic 
personality that will do wonders for 
Johnny’s indifference. He will recog- 
nize Johnny and each member of his 
class anywhere at any time, with a 
smile at least. Most folks are egotistical 
enough to appreciate being recognized 
as an equal. 

If Johnny looks up to the teacher in 
awe, a nice friendly visit, during which 
the teacher tells Johnny of some prob- 
lems in his own life will make Johnny 
realize that the teacher is only human, 
and he will love him the more. Friendly 
relations between the teacher and 
Johnny’s family, with interest always 
concentrated upon Johnny himself, will 
help him feel he is important to Teacher 
and will make Johnny wish to please . 
him, 

Having others in the Sunday school 
contact Johnny’s family to interest them 
in, active attendance will often over- 
come his oversleeping and not having 
time to get ready. 

If Johnny has to work all week and 
thinks he must rest on Sunday, remind 
him that “six days shalt thou work ... 
rest the seventh.” He is not to forsake 
the assembling of God’s people. Show 
him where God said in Exodus 19:5, 
“All the earth is mine,” and later the 
silver, the gold and beasts of the for- 
ests. If we do not obey Him He can 
take all things from us. 

If Johnny isn’t a Christian then the 
plan of salvation must be carefully ex- 
plained to him from the Scriptures. He 
must be helped to see that God loves 
him and wants him to be saved, and 
that he can be saved if he will only 
trust Jesus Christ and believe that He 
died to save him. Bring him, if pos- 
sible, to a definite decision to accept 
Christ, and make it plain that by not 
doing so, he chooses Satan as his master. 

After Johnny accepts Christ use his 
duty and privileges as levers to secure 
his obedience to God, “If ye love me, 
keep my commandments” (John 14:15). 
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might” (Eccles. 9:10). Jesus 
said, “Without me ye can do nothing.” 
Johnny wishes to be successful in life. 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness and all these things 
shall be added unto you.” 

But how can you teach Johnny these 
things if he is absent? The first time 
he is absent, drop him a card the first 
of the week, telling him you missed him, 
Tell him something of interest to him 
that he missed by not being there. -The 
last of the week phone him and remind 
him to study his lesson and that you 
will be looking for him on Sunday. 

If he doesn’t attend services the next 
Sunday, accept his absence as a chal- 
lenge. You are now at war. The Devil 
seeks a member of your class. You are 
on the Lord’s side. He has all power; 
through Him your armor must be con- 


(Continued on page 912) 





902 (6) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


International Uniform Lesson 





October 15, 1949 


LESSON 5. OCTOBER 30. THE PROPHETS PREACH SOCIAL RIGHTEOUSNESS 


(TEMPERANCE LESSON) 


Isaiah 3; 5; 22; 28; 58:1-9a; Jeremiah 35; printed text, Isaiah 5:1-12 
Golden Text.—Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil.—Isa. 5:20 


Kinc JaMeEs VERSION 


Isa. 5:1 Now will I sing my wellbeloved a song of my beloved 
touching his vineyard. My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very 


fruitful hill: 


2 And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and 
planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst 
of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it 
should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. 

3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men of Judah, 
judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vineyard. 

4 What could have been done more to my vineyard, that I 
have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked that it should 
bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? 

5 And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard: 
I will take away the hedge thereof, and it shall be eaten up; 
and break down the wall thereof, and it shall be trodden down: 


6 And I will lay it waste: it shall not be pruned, nor digged; 
but there shall come up briers and thorns: I will also command 


the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
T’ ENDEAVORING to understand the 


exact bearing of this lesson it needs 

to be borne in mind that the nation of 
Israel, consisting originally of the twelve 
tribes, was a theocracy in direct cove- 
nant relationship with Jehovah, the eter- 
nal God. He had separated that people 
to Himself (Deut. 4:7, 8, 34, 35). To 
them God gave His holy Law, including 
not only the Ten Commandments, but 
many other statutes and judgments, that 
they might know how to please Him as 
His separated people (Deut. 4:40; 5:33). 
The violation of these laws entailed 
severe penalties (Amos 3:2). After the 
division into two kingdoms, Israel in 
the north, consisting of ten tribes, and 
Judah in the south, with whom Benjamin 
and Levi were allied, God recognized 
Judah as His covenant people. Israel 
had gone into idolatry from the very 
first through the sin of Jeroboam, who 
set up golden calves to be worshiped 
in Dan and Bethel, and whose sins were 
followed by all the kings who succeeded 
him, up to the Assyrian captivity. 

It was therefore particularly to Judah 
that Isaiah addressed the grand and stir- 
ring message with which his book be- 
gins. As still in recognized covenant 
relationship with Jehovah, the nation 
was morally responsible to obey His 
Law.’ 

No other nation has ever sustained 
exactly the same relationship to God. 
But we may see in Judah what enlight- 
ened nations might well emulate — the 
recognition of the divine authority, inas- 
much as it is God who has brought them 
into existence and allotted them their 


7 For the vineyard of the Lorp of hosts is the house of Israg), 


a cry. 


and the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he looked {for 
judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold 


8 Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field tp 


inflame them ! 


respective lands. We are told in Prov- 
erbs 14:34, “Righteousness exalteth a 
nation: but sin is a reproach to any 
people.” This makes it clear that all 
nations are accountable to God for their 
behavior and should seek to know and 
obey His will. This is the Scriptural 
basis for stressing the importance of 
social righteousness. But this message 
should never be permitted to take the 
place of the Gospel of salvation for lost 
sinners, nor used as though it in itself 
would fit men for a place in the King- 
dom of God. 


The Historical Setting 

The present lesson is part of Isaiah's 
introductory address in his book. It may 
have been the first message he was given 
to deliver. If so, it was in all prob- 
ability just after his call to the pro- 
phetic office following his conversion and 
consecration as recorded in chapter 6. 
This would place it in the days of 
Jotham, the son of Uzziah whose death 
took place in the same year that Isaiah 
was commissioned as a prophet of the 
Lord. Jotham was a co-ruler with his 
father after. Uzziah was stricken with 
leprosy. 


Verse by Verse 

Isa. 5:1—“My wellbeloved hath a 
vineyard in a very fruitful hill.” The 
vineyard, as verse 7 tells us, is the house 
of Israel, the covenant nation which God 
planted in the land of Canaan, that there 
they might be a people for His praise, 
living in subjection to His revealed will. 

Verse 2.—“He looked that it should 
bring forth grapes, and it brought forth 
wild grapes.” Having done everything 
that divine love could suggest for the 
good of His people, given them a good 
land, instructed them out of His holy 


field, till there be no place, that they may ‘be placed alone jp 
the midst of the earth ! 

9 In mine ears said the Lorp of hosts, Of a truth many houses 
shall be desolate, even great and fair, without inhabitant. 

10 Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and the 
seed of an homer shall yield an ephah. 

11 Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they 
may follow strong drink; that continue until night, till wine 


12 And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine, 
are in their feasts: but they regard not the work of the Long, 
neither consider the operation of his hands. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


Word, sent prophets to teach them His 
will, still, when He had every reason to 
expect a gracious response on Israel's 
part, He looked in vain for any 
recognition of their appreciation of 
His goodness and loving-kindness. In- 
stead of this, He found only forgetfulness 
of His grace and disobedience to His 
statutes. 

Verse 3.—“Judge .. . betwixt me and 
my vineyard.” Surely Jehovah's ten- 
der care and loving interest in His peo- 
ple deserved a better response from 
them. But, alas, they were indifferent 
to their own best interests, and so con- 
tinued on in the path of self-will and 
careless living. 

Verse 4.—‘What could have been done 
more to my vineyard?” No other nation 
had known such gracious consideration 
as that which God had manifested 
toward Israel; yet they failed to requite 
Him in kind. What more could He have 
done for them than that which they had 
known of His tender care and faithful- 
ness; but still they produced no fruit 
for God. 

Verse 5.—“I will tell you what I will 
do to my vineyard.” Because of Israel's 
unbelief and their disobedience to His 
Word, God was about to break down the 
wall of protection which He had thrown 
about them and deliver them over to 
the will of their bitter enemies, the 
Gentile idolaters. 

Verse 6—“I will lay it waste; A 
vineyard is only of value as it bears 
fruit for those who cultivate it. As 
Israel failed in this respect completely, 
God would cast them out of their land 
and give Palestine into the power of 
their enemies. All this had its terrible 
fulfillment in due time. 

Verse 7.—“He looked for judgment, but 
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behold oppression.” With His perfect 
Law to guide them, Jehovah had a right 
to expect righteousness on the part of 
those who had entered into covenant re- 
Jationship with Him, but, forgetting 
their own solemn promise to do His 
will and be obedient, they lived shame- 
lessly in as great wickedness and corrup- 
tion as that which characterized their 
Gentile neighbors. They ignored God’s 
élaims upon them and gave themselves 
over to lives of unrighteousness and 
careless indifference. Because of this, 
judgment must take its course, 

Verse 8.—“Woe unto them that join 
house to house . . . that they may be 
placed alone in the midst of the earth.” 
One might almost imagine the prophet 
foresaw the rise of great, soulless cor- 
porations, seeking to monopolize and 
control the resources of the land for 
their own selfish ends. It is a stern 
protest against self-aggrandizement and 
indifference to the needs of others. 


Verse 9.—“Many houses shall be deso- 
late.” Divine retribution always follows 
neglect of the principles of righteous- 
ness, just as great national depressions 
follow forced seasons of inflation, 
when men greedily force prices up for 
their own enrichment, even though it 
means the distress of the needy. 


Verse 10.—“Ten acres of vineyard shall 
yield one bath.” It is as though he said 
the fruit of ten acres would be less than 
a bushel, and a large measure of seed 
should yield less than a quarter as much 
grain, for ill-gotten gains never bring 
true prosperity. 

Verse 11—‘“Woe unto them that rise 
up early in the morning, that they may 
follow strong drink.” Unrighteous be- 
havior toward others soon leads to 
sensual indulgence and the gratification 
of every unholy appetite. But intem- 
perance invariably brings its own pun- 
ishment in the ruin, of body and soul, 
as do also other kindred vices. 


Verse 12.—“They regard not the work 
of the Lord.” It is pitiable to observe 
how the most beautiful and ennobling 
of the arts are perverted by the un- 
godly to unholy purposes. Music, though 
divinely given, often is made the servant 
of wickedness to soothe wicked men and 
women and quiet their consciences as 
they give themselves over to evil habits 
which indicate complete indifference to 
their responsibility to God. Because of 
this the reaping will be one of terrible 
judgment. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

It is pitiable indeed when the very 
mercies of God seem to’ be perverted 
by sinful men to give them an excuse for 
living in folly and debauchery. It was 
So in Israel. It is so in many places 
and among many people today. Forget- 
ting that God has created us to glorify 
Him, we dre ever in danger of losing 
sight of this altogether and living as 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
4. October 23.—Isaiah Teaches Trust 
in God . Isaiah 7; 12:2; 25; 26; 30:1-17 
Next Week’s Lesson 
6. November 6.—God Comforts His 
People. Isaiah 40; 41; 42:5-9; 54; 
61; 63:7-9; Luke 4:14-21 








though we were free to please ourselves. 
But divine judgment always follows self- 
indulgence, for what we sow we reap, as 
God’s Word declares. We of the Gen- 
tiles should at least learn from Israel's 
failures and God’s dealings with them 
that no one can sin with impunity. We 
may imagine that God is indifferent to 
our evil behavior, but in due time He 
will manifest His displeasure if we per- 
sist in violating His laws. 


Lesson Outline 

1, Israel, Jehovah’s vineyard (vs. 1, 7) 

2. God’s care and Israel’s failure (v. 2) 

3. Divine judgment (vs. 3-6) 

4. Specific evils dealt with: 
Covetousness (vs. 8-10) 
Intemperance (vs. 11, 12) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Jehovah’s Vineyard, This parable of 
the vineyard should be studied in con- 
nection with the New Testament pas- 
sages that speak of Israel in a similar 
way: that of the husbandmen in Mat- 
thew 21:33-46, Mark 12:1-12, and Luke 
20:9-16. See also Psalm 80 and Hosea 
10. Invariably the vineyard is used as 
a symbol of Israel. 


Summaries and Applications 

The greater the privileges which God 
bestows upon any people, the greater 
responsibilities are laid upon them to 
honor and obey His Word. 

Israel was chosen by God to be a 
people separated from the rest of the 
nations, that they might be His wit- 
nesses to all men of His eternal power 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HO are (a) the singer, (b) the well 
beloved, (c) the vineyard? 
2. Where is there a similar song of 
the vineyard? 

3. What is. the main difference between 
these two songs? 

4. How do God's expectations and disap- 
pointments differ from man's? 

5. What is the significance of (a) the 
fence (not trench), (b) the tower, (c) the 
winepress? 

6. What principle of judgment is implied 
in the challenge of verses 3 and 4? 

7. What return did God receive for all 
His care over Israel? 

8. How is the song applied to the state of 
Israel? 

9. What is the first “wild grape” against 
which God pronounces a “woe’’? 

10. How can we apply verses 8 to 10 to 
our own time? 


(Answers on page 910) 
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and goodness, but they failed miserably, 
and were scattered among the Gentiles 
because of their sins, 

In God’s due time Israel shall. once 
more become a people separated to Him- 
self. Then they will be a means of 
blessing to the whole world. This will 
be wken Christ returns to reign in right- 
eousness over the earth, 

Perhaps of all modern nations the 
United States has been most blessed of 
God. How have we as a people re- 
sponded to His goodness? 

The very fact that our government 
still refuses to outlaw the body-and-soul 
destroying liquor traffic is in itself an 
evidence of our failure as a nation to 
walk in the fear of the Lord. 

No man can be at his best who ruins 
his constitution by the use of alcoholic 
beverages. The way to avoid ever be- 
coming an inebriate is by refusing firmly 
to toy with a habif which has been the 
ruin of untold thousands who thought 
they could take a drink or leave it 
alone at will. 

The frequent indulgence in alcoholic 
beverages so weakens the will and the 
moral fiber of the one who yields to it 
that the day comes when he finds him- 
self a helpless alcoholic. 

The one infallible remedy for the vic- 
tim of alcoholism is the regenerating 
grace of the Holy Spirit and the redeem- 
ing power of the precious blood of 
Christ, which avails to cleanse from all 
sin. 


Winona LAKE, Inp. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Gracious 
Father, we thank Thee for the light of 
Thy Word and the blessing of Thy Gos- 
pel enriching our land, our homes, and 
our own lives. Help us to see that Thou 
hast the right to expect more of us than 
of those who have no Bible and no 
knowledge of the Saviour. Forgive us 
where our lives fall below what they 
ought to. be. Make us.careful to check 
ourselves by Thy Word, and help us to 
square our lives to its teachings. - For 
this we are not sufficient, O Lord, but 
we look to Thee so to incline and 
strengthen us by Thy Spirit that we 
may ever obey and serve Thee faith- 
fully. Give relief to those in pain, com- 
fort to those in grief, salvation to all 
who are enslaved to sin. Help our 
teachers today in making plain Thy 
truth, and make us ready to receive and 
lay it to heart. Help us to be good wit- 
nesses to Christ, and use us to turn 
many to righteousness, for our Saviour’s 
sake and glory. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The more God does 
for us, the more He expects of us. Isa- 
iah tells us this in his vineyard sermon 
we studied today. God had given Israel 
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such care as a good gardener would put 
upon a vineyard. Yet instead of the 
good grapes of true and faithful living, 
Israel was producing the wild grapes of 
selfish greed and drunkenness. No won- 
der God was grieved! No wonder His 
punishments fell on a people so favored, 
yet so unfaithful ! 

But what of the greed and intemper- 
ance so widespread in our land? We 
are more favored than Israel was, for 
we live after Christ and His Gospel 
came to men. We have the light of the 
whole Bible to guide us. God rightly 
expects more of a land of Sunday schools 
and churches, of Bibles and Christian 
preaching, than He dees of lands where 
Christ has never been named. God 
rightly expects more of girls and boys 
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from godly homes than from those whose 
parents are careless and ungodly. Many 
ef us come from Christian homes. All 
of us enjoy the good influences of the 
Sunday school. Do our lives bear the 
rich, sweet grapes of Christian goodness, 
er the sour, wild grapes of selfish and 
undisciplined living? 

A girl whose father is a faithful 
preacher was asked what it felt like to 
be a preacher’s daughter. She owned 
that at one time she felt it a burden 
because people expected high Christian 
eonduct from one belonging to a fine 
Christian home. To measure up seemed 
too hard. That made her feel her need 
of the Saviour’s help, and turned her 
to Him. Through Him she now lives 
as one of her upbringing should live. 
You, too, can have the Saviour enable 
you to measure up to what is expected 
of you, 

Vancouver, B. C., Can, 


w 


The Busy Men's Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Now will I sing . . . touching his 
vineyard” (Isa. 5:1) —The Lord through 
the Prophet Isaiah uses every conceiv- 
able means to awaken Israel to a deep 
sense of her true condition before Him. 
He resorts to plain words, to parables, 
to prose, and to song. 

My wife often says her mother reared 
the family on poetry. Her mother 
had been a_ schoolteacher and had 
filled her memory with poems touch- 
ing upon many phases of everyday life. 

If any of the children were inclined 
to be a bit meddlesome, Mother would 
repeat the sad happening of “Meddle- 
some Meg,” who had her nose bitten by 
a snapping turtle. If Daughter resorted 
to the use of sharp words when speak- 
ing to other children, Mother would 
quote: 
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Do you know, little maid, some are sweet, 

pleasant words 

Which, when they get out, will sing just 

like birds? 

There are others so cross that they no one 

can please, 

And when they get out will sting just like 

bees. 

If the children loved in word, but not 
in deed, Mother would recite: 

“I love you, Mother,” said little Nell, 

“I love you better than tongue can tell.” 

But she teased and fretted the whole of 

the day 

*Till her mother was glad when she went 

to play. 

The catchy poems proved very effec- 
tive upon the children; but nothing 
seems to have moved Israel — save dras- 
tic acts of divine judgment, 

“And he fenced it, and gathered out 
the stones...” (v. 2).—The “fruitful 
hill” refers to Canaan (Exod. 15:17); 
the “fencing” is a reference to their sep- 
aration (Num, 23:9); “gathering out the 
stones” refers to His driving out nations 
greater and mightier than Israel (Deut. 
4:38); the “choicest vine” is explained 
as being “the men of Judah,” the royal 
tribe (v. 7); the “tower in the midst” is 


Jerusalem (Mic, 4:8); and the “wine- 


press” is the Temple, for Psalm 36:8, 9 
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and Psalm 43:4 show that the heavenly 
pleasures satisfy the thirst of the soul, 
The Lord had a perfect right to expect 
luscious grapes—in other words, a por. 
tion to delight His heart — after so richly 
blessing Israel. Instead of receiving a 
satisfying portion, He lamented that 
many shepherds “have destroyed my 
vineyard, they have trodden my portion 
under foot, they have made my pleasant 
portion a desolate wilderness” (Jer. 12: 
10). 

It is like a man falling in love with a 
woman and taking her to himself ang 
giving her a beautiful home, furnishings, 
clothes, and wealth, only to have her 
turn against him and look’ upon him as 
one who hates her! 


“And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and men of Judah, judge...” (v. 3).— 
Here the Lord invites those to whom 
the parable applies to mention a single 
thing which should have been done 
which He omitted doing. Their attempt 
to answer would spell self-condemnation, 
How often the Lord resorted to this 
method! (See 2 Sam, 12:1-7; Matt. 21: 
33-41.) 

It was C. H. Spurgeon who related the 
incident of the Italian duke who went 





“The little 
foxes: spoil 
the vines.” 
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aboard a galley ship, and asked several 
of the prisoners what their offenses were. 
Everyone laid the blame to someone 
else, saying his brother was to blame, 
or the judze was brived. One sturdy 
young fellow said: “My lord, I am 
justly in here. I wanted money and I 
stole it. No one is to blame but my- 
self.” The duke on hearing this seized 
him by the shoulder, saying: “You 
rogue! What are you doing here among 
so many honest men? Get you out of 
their company!” The young fellow was 
then set at li>erty, while the rest were 
left to tug at the oars. 

“I have sinned” may be the three 
hardest words for a person to say, but 
they should be uttered to God by each 
of us. Blessing follows such a frank 
confession (Job 33:27-30). 

“Woe unto them ...” (v. 8).—The six 
“woes” reveal the real trouble with Is- 
rael. The first refers to greed; the sec- 
ond to drink; the third to violence; the 
fourth to deceit; the fifth to conceit; and 
the sixth to bribery. Need it be re- 
marked that history is repeating itself, 
and that these gl-ring sins are rampant 
in this church age? 

God’s love to the world is manifested 
in the gifts of His Son, His Spirit, and 
His Word. Has He not a right to expect 
a proper response on the part of the 
world? We praise God for those who 
have heartily responded and who are 
bringing forth fruit to God’s glory — but 
what about the mass of humanity? Are 
they not going on in their sins to judg- 
ment? 

This being the temperance lesson, it 
is apropos to say something on the sec- 
ond “woe,” or the drink question. Ac- 
cording to the Evangelical Visitor, refus- 
ing to drink is now grounds for divorce. 
A fifty-five-year-old woman in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, was granted a divorce be- 
cause “her husband is a teetotaler, and 
retires to his room to read the Scrip- 
turés and pray when she gives an eve- 
ning drinking party !” 

During 1948, in California alone, 22,- 
2%8 persons had their licenses to drive 
motor cars suspended because of con- 
viction for drunken driving! The need 
of the world today is not the preaching 
of a social gospel which merely reforms, 
but the preaching of the Gospel of Christ, 
which actually regenerates the believer 
of it. 

Wawona, CAtir, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, here is a parable about 

a vineyard. The Prophet Isaiah 
paints a tragic picture to show how God 
Punishes a rebellious and reckless Is- 
Tael.. Various interpretations have been 
given it by great Bible scholars, but I 
don’t think you will be interested just 
now in what is said by Gesenius, Vit- 
Tinga, Castalio, Houbigant, and Maurer. 
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The picture is graphic enough and the 
lesson is simple enough for us to get 
it straight from the text.~ It matters not 
so much if the “wild grapes” were wolf 
grapes or like the fruit of the poisonous 
nightshade; what we would fike to know 
is: What does it mean to you and me 
here about Halloween time in this year 
1949? 

How one fine prospect of a vineyard 
went “haywire” is told in a paragraph. 
“My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a 
very fruitful hill: and he fenced it, and 
gathered out the stones thereof, and 
planted it with the choicest vine, and 
built a tower in the mist of it, and also 
made a winepress therein: and he looked 
that it should bring forth grapes, and it 
brought forth wild grapes” (Isa. 5:1, 2). 

Then in verses 5-7 the prophet de- 
scriles the punishment and makes the 
application: “And re-yv go to; I will tell 
you what I will do to my vineyard: I 
will take away the hedge thereof, and 
it shall be eaten up: and break down the 
wall thereof, and ‘t shall be trodden 
down: and I will Il-a it waste: it shall 
not be pruned, nor digged; but there 
shall come up briers and thorns: I will 
also command the clouds that they rain 
no rain upon it. For the vineyard of 
the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, 
and the men of Judah his pleasant plant: 
and he looked for judgment, but behold 
oppression; for righteousness, but behold 
a cry.” 

The lesson that Israel learned “the 
hard way” is also a warning to you and 
me. I knew a boy with wealthy parents. 
His father spent many thousands of dol- 
lars on him, beginning with his baby- 
hood; he surrounded him with every pos- 
sible protection and care; gave him every 
possible opportunity to make a man of 
himself; sent him to one of the large 
universities; was ready to’set him up in 
business. But the boy didn’t see it. He 
seemed to think his wealth and the pe- 
culiar liberties it gave him were merely 
to afford him.“a good time.” He neg- 
lected his studies, began drinking and 
staying out in nights of dissipation; he 
wrecked two or three fine cars, bought 
an airplane and wrecked that, nearly los- 
ing his life. He is now in an “institu- 
tion,” where they are trying to salvage 
what they can of him, physically and 
mentally. What a “vineyard”! His 
father had a right to expect “grapes,” 
but he got “wild oats.” 

Possibly you are saying: “But I would 
never do that. In the first place, my 
father is not wealthy, and I must make 
my way if I get through college.” Yes, 
boy, but you could make even a worse 
mistake. You could lose your soul! If 
you are the son af Christian parents, 
no matter how poor they may be, you 
are of the “stock of Israel.” In a very 
real sense you are “a vineyard in a 
very fruitful hill.” Your Heavenly 
Father is rich beyond compare. The 
silver and the gold are His, and the 
cattle upon a thousand hills. You are 
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hedged about by His unfailing promises 
and the protection of His omnipotent 
care. You have the Bible, God's infal- 
lible Word, like a strong tower. “The 
name of the Lord is a strong tower: 
the righteous runneth into it, and is 
safe” (Prov. 18:10). You have the priv- 
ilege of prayer; you can talk to the 
Lord about your problems, your plans, 
any moment day or nicht. He is always 
ready to hear you. You can have the 
guidance of His unerring wisdom and 
His invincible power to back you up. 
My, what a prospect! what a vineyard! 
what a fruitful hill! Don’t miss it. Re- 
member, it’s “grapes” that God expects 
of you, and He has cleared the way for 
you to produce them. 


Fontana Dam, N, C., 
ye 


Please pray for the contributors and * 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is id for each 
ill:stration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be gHoges from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” reference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
* four illustrations. 


Dulling the Sense of Shame.—Woe 
unto them that call evil good, and good 
evil (Isa. 5:20, Golden Text). The great 
Canadian physician, Sir William Osler, 
was lecturing one day on alcohol. “Is 
it true,” asked a student, “that alcohol 
makes people do things better?” “No,” 
replied Sir William, “It just makes them 
less ashamed of doing them badly.”— 
From Alliance News. Sent by Grace 
, Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Deadly Buttermilk—Woe unto them 
that call evil good, and good.evil (Isa. 
5:20, Golden Text). William Jennings 
Bryan said that once upon a time, an ear- 
nest drinker went the rounds of the 
saloons in the company of his pals. He 
had beer here, whisky there, and a little 
rum and gin to vary the monotony of 
the menu. Finally, at the last place, he 
said, “Boys, I b’lieve I’ve had ‘nuff. Gim- 
me buttermilk.” The next day, one of 
his friends saw him and asked, “Bill, 
how you feeling this morning?” “Oh,” 
he replied, “I had an awful night, That 
buttermilk nearly killed me !”"—-From the 
Voice. Sent by William J. Hart, D.D., 
Lacona, N. Y. 


American Profanity in the South Seas. 
—Wherefore, when I looked that it 
should bring forth grapes, brought it 
forth wild grapes? (Isa. 5:4.) One day 
during the war, a detachment of Ameri- 
can soldiers in Guadalcanal was startled 
to read the following announcement 
posted at the entrance to their mess hall: 
“American soldiers are requested please 
to be a little more careful in their choice 
of language, especially when natives are 
assisting them in unloading ships and 
trucks and in erecting abodes. American 
‘ missionaries spent many years among us, 
and taught us the use of clean speech, 
Every day, however, American soldiers 
use bad words, and the good work your 
missionaries did in our midst is being 
undermined by your careless profanity.” 
The notice was signed by-a Polynesian 
chief. Thousands of years ago, God 
Himself published a notice to all man- 
kind, which reads: “Thou shalt not take 
the name of the Lord thy God in vain.” 
—From the Watchman-Examiner. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 


Taught by Disaster.—Ten acres of vine- 
yard shall yield one bath (Isa. 5:10). 
The town of Enterprise, Ala., has a mon- 
ument on its public square to the boll 
weevil. Reason: “It ruined our cotton 
and taught us. not to depend on one 
crop.” Often, seeming disaster is the 
only way we can be properly taught.— 
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Bernard C. Clausen, in the Watchman- 
Examiner. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Da- 
vid City, Nebr. 


“Wish’t You Was My Father !”—Till 
wine inflame them! (Isa. 5:11.) In Chi- 
cago a boy was sent by a drunken father 
to buy something at a store. Somehow 
the lad lost the money, and he dared 
not go home, for when drunk his father 
got dreadfully angry about the slightest 
thing. A man who saw the boy shiver- 
ing in a doorway learned his trouble and 
gave him the dollar he had lost. Thank- 
ing the kind stranger, the boy went off 
to the store, but suddenly he turned back, 
and looking wistfully at the man, said, 
“I wish’t you was my father!” He had 
just had a glimpse of the difference it 
would make to have a good father in- 
stead of a drunken’ one.—From Joseph 
Edwin Harris, in The Sunday School 
Times, Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. 


Wine and the Window.—Woe unto 
them . . . that continue until night, till 
wine inflame them! (Isa. 5:11.) Not 
long ago, a beautiful and cultured girl, 
a graduate of one of our great univer- 
sities, flung herself out of a ten-story 
window in her home city. She had 
begun to go with the “fast set,” who con- 
sidered that it is smart and up-to-date to 
come home at three o’clock in the morn- 
ing from cocktail parties. That night 
she took just a little too much and lost 
her grip on herself. One of the “great” 
American ladies, lecturing the girls at 
one of America’s foremost women’s col- 
leges, told them that the intelligent 
young woman of today should know 
what her limit is—just how much 
liquor she can hold and still keep her 
poise; and to be careful not to go be- 
yond that limit! Shades of the Bac- 
chanalians! Think of that! Evidently 
the young woman, mentioned above, had 
failed to observe “her limit.” She had 
spent a night of sin in that-hotel, and 
when the gray morning came and she 
realized what she had done, and that 


she must face her proud family . . . the- 


ten-story window drew her like a mag- 
net. The police officer down there, 
holding back the crowd while he 
guarded her mangled form on the pave- 
ment, turned to an acquaintance and 
grimly said: “When you don’t have 
God, there ain’t nothin’ to do but. jump !” 
If the poor girl could have realized that 
morning that it was not a window, but 
a wide open “Door” she could have re- 
sorted to—even then! how different it 
would have been!—From Wade C. 
Smith, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, 
Tenn. 


No Good Mornings.—Woe unto them 
that rise up early in the morning, that 
they may follow strong drink; that con- 
tinue until night, till wine inflame them! 
(Isa. 5:11.) At a family reunion, one 
morning, several members of the fam- 
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ily sat in the dining room drinking, An. 
other member, a Christian; whom the 
others continually referred to as “re- 
ligious,” looked in the room, and bade 
the others “Good morning.” One half. 
drunk fellow said, “It would be a better 
morning if you would join us in a 
friendly drink. Don’t be such a kill- 
joy.” “Oh,” was the reply, “how mis- 
taken you are, friend. I used to drink, 
so I know what I’m talking about; 
there’s no such thing as a ‘friendly 
drink.’ I used to take it for a ‘pick-up, 
but found out what a ‘let-down’ it is, 
not only in body and mind, but in soul, 
too. There’s no such thing as truly 
‘good mornings’ for those who drink, 
and, also, the drunkard ends in eternal 
night."—-As told by a member of the 
above family. Sent by Mrs. J. Shiglds, 
West Hill, Ont., Can. 


Courteous Abstainers.—The harp, and 
the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine, 
are in their feasts (Isa. 5:12). Mr. Cheh 
and his friend Mr. Tseng used to drink 
together every day. Early in the year 
they both began to feel troubled about 
it and decided they would break the 
habit. They realized that as Christians 
they would be able by God’s help to do 
this, but a great difficulty faced them 
in the matter of their friends. Unless 
a man is known to be a total abstainer, 
it is almost impossible to refuse an in- 
vitation to drink in China; it is the 
height of bad manners to refuse. In- 
deed, no such request can be directly 
refused if it is at all possible to grant 
it, and all sorts of roundabout ways of 
putting the matter off must be thought 
of. They hit upon the happy expedient 
of putting an advertisement in the local 
newspaper, saying that they had given 
up wine. Thereafter they could say, 
“Excuse me, but we have put an adver- 
tisement in the paper saying that we: 
have given up wine altogether,” and no 
one could be offended. The wording of 
the advertisement was rather interest- 
ing: “Total abstainers, thanks to the Lord 
Jesus. Having over and over again re- 
ceived the reviving grace of our Lord 
Jesus, we in one moment gave up wine. 
Henceforth when we are at table with 
friends, forgive us if we do not drink 
with you. May we also respectfully offer 
this word with regard to wine and gam- 
bling: Do not take the first glass; do 
not play the first hand. (Signed) Cheh 
Yun-luh and Tseng Teh-en.”—From 
China’s Millions. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans. Prize illustration. 
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The vast majority of Christians have 
never put themselves to school to know, 
by painstaking and persistent reading of 
the Bible, what the Bible has to say. Yet 
only in this way can we reach the higher 
levels of spiritual wisdom and under- 
standing—Dr. W. Graham Scroggie, im 
Choice Gleanings Calendar. 









Lesson for October 30 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE COMMUNITY 


IRST thing today let us hear about 
your ideal community. - (See last 
week’s lesson for assignments.) 


A Good Community To Live In 


There should be a church that teaches 
the Word of God. If there is such a 
church there will be saved people in the 
community, then the children will have 
a better chance to grow up for the Lord. 

The community should be clean, and 
there should be no bad places for the 
children to go to. I think our Ever- 

mn community meets all these re- 
quirements.—Donna. 
The Kind of Community 
I Would Like To Live In 

I want to live in a clean community. 
I want all the families around me to be 
Christians really living for the Lord. 
I would want a nice spiritual place of 
worship to attend with my children. 

I would like to have a good conference 
near by like “The Firs,” so that both my 
children and I could attend it every year. 

I would want a Christian school for 
my children to attend, so they could 
learn akout the Lord as well as things 
like reading, writing, and arithmetic.— 
Mary. 

I am glad you girls are thinking in 
terms of the next generation. If the 
Lord tarries and you have children of 
your own some day, be sure to remem- 
ber that the spiritual life of the. com- 
munity in which you settle is a far more 
important consideration in bringing up a 
family than its money-making possibil- 
ities. 

You are all agreed in wanting a com- 
munity that is clean. Are we doing our 
best to keep our community clean? We, 
as Christians, should never be guilty of 
such thin~s as leaving candy wrappers 
around. These are small things, but “he 
that is faithful in that which is least is 
faithful also in much” (Luke 16:10). 

By a clean community I see you also 
mean one that does not have taverns and 
things of that nature, and that is most 
important. You also want a community 
that has strong Christian influences. 
Donna likes this community and so do 
I, but still it is not ideal. Why not? 
(Because there are still unsaved people 
here.) Communities are composed of 
individuals. The best way to improve 
a community is to improve the people 
who live there. How can this be done? 
Only by the saving grace of the Lord 
Jesus and His transforming power. The 
larger the number of godly people there 
are in a community the better the com- 
munity will be. And that holds true 
for a country as well. 

Our first Scripture today is found in 
Isaiah 3. Verses 1-7 foretell the terrible 
punishment that was coming on the lit- 
tle country of Judah. Read verse 8 and 
find out why they were to be punished 
80 severely. (Their words and their 
ways were utterly contrary to God.) 

Now read the next two verses and 
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see if there were any righteous people 
living in Jerusalem at that time. Then 
what was the trouble? (There were 
not enough of them to make the coun- 
try righteous.) Notice, God says the 
righteous will receive the reward of 
their doings and the wicked will receive 
their deserts likewise. Of what verse 
in the New Testament does this remind 
you? (Gal. 6:7.) We find that prin- 
ciple all through the Bible, for the Judge 
of all the earth is absolutely righteous. 

You girls will be interested in what 
the Lord said about the women of Jeru- 
salem. Read verses 16-23, and see if you 
can discover the particular sins for 
which they were to be punished. (Pride 
and vanity.) Notice that the Lord ob- 
served every detail of their costumes. 
Do you suppose the Lord notices how 
people dress today? Turn to 1 Timothy 
2:9, 10, and you will find some directions 
especially for women. What kind of 
clothing are Christian women to wear? 
(Modest.) In the light of this Scripture, 
what do you think of shorts, mid-riffs, 
and the like? Notice also that the Lord 
wants His people to be beautified by 
good works rather than by outward 
adornments. 

I am thinking of two girls I have 
known since they were younger than 
any of you. At that time one was pretty 
and one was not. People sometimes said 
things like, “Do you mean the pretty 
one or the other one?” The pretty girl 
has lived her life so far just for herself. 
The other one yielded her life to the 
Lord and has been doing good works 
ever since. A year or two ago they 
came back for a visit at the same time. 
A boy who has known both girls from 
the time they were small, remarked, 
“Why, is better looking now than 
her sister!” And he was right. The 
pretty girl has a look of discontent that 
distracts attention from her regular fea- 
tures. The face of the other girl ex- 
presses love and kindness. If I could 
bring her here this morning I believe 
you would say, “What a nice face that 
girl has! I would like to know her 
better.” A life devoted to good works 
is the most permanent beautifier there is, 

Now let us read Isaiah 5:1-7 together. 
The Lord is speaking to the Israelites 
by means of a parable, and He explains 
it so they will be sure to get the mean- 
ing. What is meant by “the vineyard of 
the Lord of hosts”? God did all that 
could be done for Israel, but instead of 
bringing forth good grapes, they brought 
forth “wild grapes,” which are no good 
at all. Verses 7-11 explain what the 
Lord meant by these terms. Let us put 
those two headings on the board and list 
a few examples of each. Where shall 
we put righteousness? personal greed? 
drunkenness? 

Now Joyce will tell us about a family 
in Jerusalem who did not drink. What 
wonderful promise did God make to 
them? 
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REVELL 
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THE BOOK OF EXODUS 
An Exposition 
By Charles R. Erdman 


Armed with the Sword of the Spirit and 

irded with Truth, Dr. Erdman, at his 
_yeeeat best in exposition, opens the 
door to the Book of Exodus. This is a 
handbook of religion, the first available 
volume of a new set on the Pentateuch, 
an old chapter made new. This book 
should be read by every Christian who 
seeks to follow the workings of God in 
history. Of special interest to all stu- 
dents of the Bible as the nation of Israel 
is reborn. $1.75 





THE TREASURY 
OF SCRIPTURE KNOWLEDGE 
Introduction by R. A. Torrey 


Reprinted many times, ministers are con- 
stantly asking for this volume. By the 
correlation of companion passages, this 
is an interpretation of the Bible by the 
Bible itself. Includes more than 500,000 
Scripture references and parallel passages, 
numerous illustrative notes—a monu- 
ment to the untiring efforts. of Bible 
scholars of another era. Ministers who 
seek a more thorough understanding of 
the Bible will find this book invaluable. 


A Revell Reprint 778 pages $5.00 








THE HOLIEST OF ALL 


An Exposition of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews 


By Andrew Murray 


An intimate, helpful and most revealing 
study of the meaning of every chapter of 


the difficult but most important Epistle 
to the Hebrews. Never critical, the au- 
thor reveals Jesus Christ as a fulfillment 
of the Old Testament. Originally pre- 
pared fifty-five years ago in Dutch for the 
Christians of South Africa, this evangel- 
ical interpretation of Hebrews is invalu- 
able to all who seek a more thorough 
understanding of the Bible. 


A Revell Reprint 550 pages $5.00 
At All Bookstores——_—— 


Fleming H. Revell Company 
New York 10, N. Y. 
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* You can’t go wrong with Higley’s 
Sour square lesson presentation: 
verse by verse, lecture, topical or 
question and answer. 








Teachers, preachers, Bible students : 

and scholars all agree it is the world’s : 

finest Sunday school lesson commen-_ f 

tary. True to the whole Bible,evange- 

listic, and based on the International 

Uniform Lesson —, i q 
Twenty-two outstanding features. 

Cloth binding, with colorful jacket—  Becellent for 

all for $1.50. ‘family use 


Order today from your bookseller or 


THE HIGLEY PRESS surix: soins 





MORE INCOME for You! 
MORE BIBLES for All! 
MORE PEACE for the World! 


Many parts of the universe are seething 
with turmoil as revolution and commu- 
nism spread from land to land. Fortu- 
nately for the peace of the world, some 
areas where religions have been upset, 
such as Japan, are turning to Christianity, 
and asking for Bibles. 

You can grasp this golden opportunity 
—and help yourself at the same time— 
by purchasing an American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement. Under this great 
Christian Plan you receive financial secur- 
ity, at the same time help spread the Word 
of God. 

You can make no better investment. You 
receive a generous, regular income which 
never varies even when times are bad— 
and which can be passed on to your sur- 
vivor if you so arrange. ° 

Learn how this remarkable Christian 
Plan, which is doing so much for the 
world, can become a very advantageous 
Life Plan for you! 


Mail This Coupon Today Without Fail! 


American Bible Society, 
450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. Y. 


Please send me, without obligation, your 
booklet 2SS entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 


Name 








Address. 
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If all the people in a community were 
like the Rechabites, what kind of com- 
munity would it be? If everyone were 
like us, then what? If we go on in 
obedience to God, our characters will 
improve and our lives will be beauti- 
fied by such things as we have written 
under “good grapes.” Then God can 
use us to win our neighbors to Christ 
and our whole community will be char- 
acterized by righteousness, 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
ye 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Choosing the Best (Jer. 35:5-9) 


AY back in the days of Moses, some 

of his wife’s people came along 
with his people as they journeyed toward 
the Promised Land. When God opened 
the Jordan River for Joshua and all the 
rest to go through on dry ground into 
the Promised Land, these people, no 
doubt, marched through with them. In 
the new land they lived by themselves, 
and came to be called Rechabites. They 
did not build cities to live in like the 
other folk; they kept on living in tents. 
(Draw several tents, or ask a child to 
do so.) Like the nomad Arabs of to- 
day they moved around the pasture 
lands, herding their flocks. I ‘suppose 
some of the younger folk wanted to 
move to the city and have houses like 
other people. (Draw a wall with domes 
and roofs showing above.) Some of the 
young men wanted to have farms and 
grow grain and grapes. But the father- 
leader of the Rechabites, named Jona- 
dab, thought if they moved to the city 
they would pick up the bad ways of the 
city folk; if they raised grapes, they 
would get drunk with wine from them. 
So he made rules: no one in his family 
should live in houses; no one should raise 
crops, no one should drink wine, Maybe 
your family has some rules that you must 
not do things that most of the boys and 
girs around you do. 

Many, many years went by. War 
surrounded Jerusalem, Even the Rechab- 
ites had gone inside the city walls for 
safety from the armies. In spite of Isa- 
iah’s warning, people kept on in their. 
wicked ways. Jeremiah was the 
preacher now. One day there was an 
action sermon, or object lesson.. Jere- 
miah invited the Rechabites into one of 
the rooms in the Temple—what we 
might call a vestry. There he had jugs 
of wine set before them and cups to 
drink from. (Draw several jugs and 
cups.) “Drink ye wine,” the preacher 
commanded. Should they be polite and 
do what the preacher said? “We will 
drink no wine,” they replied. (Print 
the words under the jugs and cups.) 
Then they explained how their father 
had commanded them never to drink 
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wine, nor build houses, nor have gar. 
dens and vineyards; and always down 
through the years. they had obeyed 
God’s preacher turned to the Jews ang 
gave them this sermon: See how the 
Rechabites obey their father’s command. 
ment, But you do not obey your Heavenly 
Father. So He will bring all the troy. 
ble upon you which He has threatened. 
But the Rechabites will be rewarded 
for their loyalty to their father’s com. 
mandment. 

Our Memory Verse is very short, but 
it is a big promise. “I will behave my. 
self wisely” (Psa. 101:2). David wrote 
it. The Bible tells us that he kept it as 
a young man when he left home to go 
to work (1 Sam, 18:5, 14, 30). It isa 
good promise for a boy or girl to make. 
God’s Word and your father and mother 
tell you how to behave. What are some 
of the rules? (As this is a temperance 
lesson, include drinking and smoking. 
Isa. 5:22.) 

You will have to choose many times 
whether you will keep some one of the 
rules, just as the Rechabites had to 
choose whether to drink or obey. Some. 
times you do not choose right, and Father 
punishes you. Even grown-up Jeremiah 
found need of correction and help (Jer, 
10:23, 24). He got it straight from God. 
God has given your father and mother 
the responsibility to correct you. You 
behave yourself wisely when you take 
their correction and profit by it. 

Here are some sermon rules from Isa- 
iah and Jeremiah about behaving wisely 
by choosing the best. The first is for 
today, Sunday (Isa. 58:13, 14). (2) 
Choosing to do right (Isa. 1:16, 17). (3) 
Choosing God’s forgiveness (1:18). (4) 
Choosing to trust God (12:2). (5) 
Choosing to help others (41:6). (6) 
Choosing to praise God (Jer, 9:23, 24), 
(7) Choosing to pray (33:3). 


Orono, MAINE, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ODAY, another prophet, Jeremiah, 

helps give us our lesson, on “Choos- 
ing What Is Right.” He is another one 
of the great Old Testament prophets, 
with many words of God for the Jew- 
ish people, and some for us. 

Did anybody ever ask you, “Which do 
you want, a bag of peanuts or an ice cream 
cone?” And one of you said, “I want 
the ice cream cone!” and another said, 
“Oh, give me the peanuts!” That was 
making a choice, choosing which you 
wanted. All our lives long we have to 
choose between one thing and another. 
Many times both things are right, and 
it is just a matter of personal taste. 
Sometimes one thing is better than the 
other, but neither is wicked. Your 
daddy might say, “Which would you 
rather have, a bicycle or a puppy, for 
your birthday?” If you were a thought- 





Beginning Dts 
4th Year... 





Combining years of know-how with an unequaled record 

for preparing Christian workers for effective service. 

Courses and methods of instruction originated and proved 

at Moody are in use in leading Bible institutes around the world. 

Write for your copy of the new, illustrated school catalog. 
Address Dept. § 48 


Mean os Bpeeyr 


153 Institute Place Chicago 10, IIl. 









910 (14) 


JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY 


and 
Brown Military Academy of the Ozarks 
Siloam Springs and Sulphur Springs, Ark. 
All Grades Through 4-Years College 














Cc. aol. Intent —_ 1 R lea Ti 
deg in fields of Vocational 
Specialization. 


Fall Term Opened September 19 
Dr. John E. Brown, Founder 


For full information, address: 


John E. Brown, Jr. oar 


Do You Dream 
of Whiting? 


There are thousands of people like yourself 
’ who have always had a secret yearning to write. 
But these would-be writers divide themselves 
into two classes—those who do something 
about it and those who just go on dreaming. 
Christian Writers Institute serves the “doers.” 
Hundreds of students who were formerly in 
the “dreamers” section are not only receiving 
regular checks from pleased editors, but are 
finding the thrill of a new means of Christian 
service. 


Here’s what Mrs. Max A. Gilmore of Sanford, 
N. C., wrote us recently: 


President 














“Since. enrolling in CWI I have 
forty-two by-lines to my credit for 
which I have received eighty-four dol- 
lars. This success I attribute to the 
help of God first of all and to the help 
received from the Christian Writers In 
stitute. I appreciate the personal atten- 
tion you give, together with such plain 
instructions for so little charge. I believe 
you are doing a great work. May God 
bless you in it.” 


ANYONE CAN WRITE 
Enroll today in “Beginning Christian Writer.” Learn 
at home, in your spare time, the, essentials of good 
news writing, the construction of “the lead.” Learn 
how to organize your material, how to write colorfully 


in the language of today. 
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magazine. 
% One year’s subscription to MARKET TIPS, publi- 
cation of Christian Writers Institute 


% Beautiful Gold Embossed Binder for your lessons. 
CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 
434 South Wabash Avenue, Dept. $$109 
Chicago 5, Illinois 

00 Enclosed is my first payment on “Beginning 
Christian Writer."’ Start my course at once. 

O Send me information on “Beginning Christian 
Writer.” 
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ful child, you might stop and think dike 
this: “I could ride the bicycle to school 
and do errands for Mother. I'd like to 
have the puppy, but I guess I’d better 
take the bike.” Either choice would be 
right. 

When you get into the high school, 
there will be a choice of subjects to 
study. Your choice then will depend on 
your natural ability and: liking for dif- 
ferent studies. One boy wants to study 
botany because he loves to grow plants, 
another wants to study electricity. One 
girl wants home economics, while an- 
other loves history. These are all choices 
to make. 

Then when you get through school, 
there are still more choices to make. 
Some things are settled. You have 
studied the things you chose, and now 
you have to go out in the world and 
make a living in the way you chose, but 
there is a place to choose, and a city 
for a home, or a farm to buy: See how 
choosing runs through your life. There 
is a wife or a husband to choose. These 
are all serious choices to make, and so 
many people make a wrong choice, and 
their lives are all a mistake. 

But I can tell you a secret, You can 
always make the right choice, even as 
a child, if you will learn my secret. 
There is One who can always tell you 
which thing to choose. Many times our 
parents can tell us. But some parents 
do not know this secret I am going to 
tell you; and so they make wrong choices 
themselves. 

This is the secret! If you will be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and let 
His Holy Spirit come into your heart, 
He will always tell you what to choose, 
He always knows what is best for you, 
and if you ask, and wait for His an- 
swer, He will always guide you right. 
Many people know this secret, but they 
forget it, and they rush ahead and choose 
without asking God’s way, or else they 
ask, and then get in such a hurry that 
they can’t wait for an answer. And 
they get into sad trouble that» way. 

If you just learn this secret when you 
are little, you can keep out of trouble. 
God has put in His Word many answers 
to your questions. He has told many 
things we are not to choose, and some 
things we should choose. We all know 
God has told us not to lie, or steal, or 
covet, not to swear or be disobedient to 
our parents. We don’t have to ask about 
these things, for God has already told 
us. He has told us to study His Word, 
and to pray, and to go and tell the Gos: 
pel to all the people of the world. Those 
are commands. But we will have to 
ask Him just where He wants us to go 
to preach the Gospel, for we cannot go 
all over the world, and He has a special 
place for each of us. 

Life is like traveling in a car. We 
have our road map, our Bible, and we 
have to study it to be sure we make 
the right turns. Then sometimes we 
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have to stop and make special inquiry 
to find the way. Sometimes we have to 
wait over to get this information. Some. 
times there are detours where we have 
to have a pilot car. But God has pro- 
vided the road map, special information, 
and always a Pilot! 
FELTON, CALIF, 


ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 903) 

1. (a) The prophet, Isaiah; (b) Jehovah; 
(c) the house of Israel (v. 7). 

2. Psalm 80:8-16. 

3. In the Psalm the reason for the re- 
jection of the vineyard is asked (v. 12); in 
Isaiah the reason is given (v. 2). 

4. They do not contain the element of 
ignorance. They are moral rather than 
emotional. 

5. (a) Defense against predatory beasts; 
(b) watch against enemies; (c) preparation 
for vintage. 

6. Every man will at last judge himself 
in the presence of God; so God’s judg- 
ments will be universally vindicated. 

7. Iniquity for equity, riot for right 
(Lang, American translation). At best we 
miss the remarkable play upon similar 
words in the Hebrew of verse 7. 

8. By a series of six “woes” (vs. 8, 11, 18, 
20, 21, 22). 

9. The unscrupulous seizure of land for the 
establishing of great estates and extrava- 
gant palaces (v. 8). 

10. We should learn that economic con- 
ditions have a moral basis. God's judg- 
ments are still in the earth. 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


By Helen G. H. Estelle 
President, Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
of the State of New York 

Hurts Everything.—“I recently met the 
finished article of the liquor trade; he 
was lying in the gutter, he had no hat; 
the hat trade was suffering. The man 
had holes in his boots; the boot trade 
was suffering. He had no shirt; the cot- 
ton trade was suffering. He was dirty; 
the soap trade was suffering. Indeed, 
I can hardly mention an industry in 
the country which was not affected by 
that man’s insobriety.”—Lord Ryder. 


Noted Physicist Speaks for Total Ab- 
stinence.—“So far as the health and eco- 
nomic well-being of the United States 
are concerned, it would have been far 
more intelligent to pour that $9,640,000,- 
000 [spent in 1947 for liquor] down the 
drain than to drink it. I think it is 
unintelligent for anyone to take into his 
system a habit-forming drug such as 
alcohol. Again, the experts tell us that 
driving accidents can be caused by the 
consumption of even one glass of beer. 
Even small quantities of alcohol slow 
down the quickness of our reactions,’ 
says Dr. Robert A. Millikan, winner of 
the Nobel prize in Physics in 1923. He 
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Lesson for October 30 


adds: “There will always be a liquor 
evil to educate against, as long as profit 
is to be derived from making a drinker 
out of a non-drinker, or by converting 
a light drinker into a steady drinker.” 


Cure for Delinquency.—The “brand- 
ing” of children as “juvenile delin- 
quents” should be stopped, according to 
a delegate to the conference on care 
for children in state and private insti- 
tutions. He said: “There is a shame, 
embarrassment, 
branding involved in the label of delin- 
quency.” Then he concluded with the 
thought that is gaining popularity in all 
realms of wrongdoing, i.e., that the of- 
fender is not “bad,” but “ill.” Call him 
what you will, an “ill” boy is often cured 
by one or two shots of PANT-icillin !— 
The War Cry. 


Its True!—Elections involving the 
alcohol question are recording largely 
increased votes, indicating a growing 
awareness of the situation. For the first 
time since Repeal, more than four mil- 
lion citizens voted on the liquor question 
in 1948. 

When you see a liquor ad, just re- 
member that your children are prob- 
ably going to see it, too. They are be- 
ing told that liquor makes a man dis- 
tinguished; beer makes a girl beautiful; 
and that everybody’s doing it, and if 
they don’t, too, they will be out of line. 

We are glad that Congress exercised 
good sense in abolishing the government 
manufacture of rum in the Virgin 
Islands. They realized that the majority 
of citizens in the United States still feel 
that they do not. want to be owners of 
liquor manufacturing plants. There are 
still some men of principle and intelli- 
gence representing us in Congress, and 
we hope to send more there before long. 

It is estimated that there are 10,000 
gasoline stations where liquor is sold 
in the U.S., a gain of twenty per cent 
over last year. An effort is being made 
by the National. Traffic Safety Committee 
to get state legislatures to pass legisla- 
tion making it a felony to sell gasoline 
and liquor under the same roof. 

Do you have accident insurance? Costs 
a pretty penny, does it not? However, 
the cheapest accident insurance in the 
world is absolutely free. It is absti- 
nence. ; 


Asks Crime Inquiry.—Bishop Wilbur E. 
Hammaker, executive vice-president of 
the Board of Temperance of the Meth- 
odist Church, called on President Tru- 


man to appoint a special commission to ° 


investigate “the abounding and increas- 
ing wave of lawlessness.” 


Councilman Hahn reported recently 
that the city of Los Angeles arrested 
101,000 drunks last year, at a cost of 
$11,000,000. And the church does little 
to prevent our government from grant- 
ing licehses for the sale of this drug, 
aleohol, which is responsible for this 


and quality of social 
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great loss of manhood, ability, and 
money. 

An advanced step in its solution would 
be a pledge-signing campaign in every 


Sunday school. Will you start it? 


This Is Just a Little Shocking.—Mr. 
Frank A. Weil, chairman of the Presi- 
dent’s Committee on Religion and Wel- 
fare in the Armed Forces, on May 5, 
1949, spoke to the 73rd Annual Conven- 
tion of the United States Brewers Foun- 
dation. He complimented the nine hun- 
dred brewers on their record. of 
co-operation with the Armed Forces and 
referred to the “recognition” that their 
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A Gitaf BiBLE COMMENTARY 


@ Written for the humblest seeker after 
truth as well as for the scholar—the 
monumental lifework of a great scholar 
and preacher who knew the Scriptures as 
few men have known them. 

Six ‘volumes, nearly 5,000 pages, print- 
ed in large clear type on excellent paper. 
Beautifully and durably bound. A great 
Bible Commentary for all time. 


For All Time! 


CLARKE’S 
COMMENTARY 
on the 


Entire ible 


By ADAM CLARKE 


“For more than a hundred years ...a 
perennial source of blessing for God's peo-* 
ple in every generation.”—S. Maxwel! 
Coder, Moody Bible Institute. 

“One of the greatest Bible Commen- 
taries of all time.”—Congregational Bea- 
con. 


“Of practical value to students and 
reachers of our day.” — J. E. Dillard. 
outhern Baptist Convention. 


At your bookstore . . . Abingdon-Cokesbury Press 
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ATTENTION Missionary Students of - 
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. sells on sight. Contains richly-decorative 
wrappings of de luxe quality, seals, cards, 
ribbons—everything needed to make glam- 
orous gift packages. Customers come back 
for more. New fascinating way to raise 
funds. Send no money. Write today. 
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Russian Gospel Association 


Notice, we have changed our name from 
Russian to SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIA- 
TION. We are carrying on a world-wide 
missionary evangelistic program among 
the Russians and other Slavic-speaking 
people; sending out new missionaries to 
the fields; distributing the Holy Scriptures 
and Gospel literature; sending food to suf- 
fering Christian families; giving free train- 
ing to Christiam Russian young people in 
our Bible Schools in Argentina, South 
America, and Toronto, Canada; and broad- 
casting in Russian over short wave radio 
station HCJB, Quito, Ecuador. If. God 
should lead you to have fellowship with 
us in this work, send your gift to the 
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program has received in “high places” 
in Washington. He urged that the 
brewers “help alert citizens to their 
duties and responsibilities” to the young 
men (our own sons) in the armed forces, 
and suggested that they can continue, 
as they have “helped before,” with the 
kind of co-operation that has produced 
such “effective results,” to the end that 
the men who come into the armed forces 
will go out better men than they ever 
were before. 

All over this country, men who learned 
to drink beer in the armed forces. are 
reporting for treatment as alcoholics. 
This is the “effective result” brought 
about by the co-operation between the 
Government of the* United States and 
the brewers. All over the country, es- 
pecially in the rural districts, where 
drinking: was little known among young 
people before the “co-operation between 
the Government and the brewers,” young 
men, returned from the armed forces, 
are proving a problem because of their 
drunkenness and disorderly conduct, 
These men are, of course, in the mizror- 
ity, but there are plenty of them and 
they cause great perplexity to their 
neighbors and responsible authorities. 
The hands of the United States and of 
the brewing industry drip with guilt be- 
cause of these young men and, as surely 
as there is a God in Heaven, someone 
will have to answer for it. Every man 
and woman who loves his country and 
humanity ought to protest against this 
sort of thing. 


“Moral Values Decline,” Says Toronto 
Leader.—“I accept my full share of the 
blame for personal failure to grapple 
more vigorously, more adequately with 
the causes underlying this [alcohol] 
problem in our social and political life,” 
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declared C. H. Millard, M.P.P. for West 
New York, in addressing the recent con. 


vention of the Ontario Temperance 
Federation, “I seriously question both 
the ministers and. the laymen of the 
church who compromise their moral and 
spiritual leadership through depart- 
ure from the total abstinence posi- 
tion. I believe that the doctrine of mod- 
eration in respect to liquor is morally 
deceptive and scientifically unsound. | 
am forced to the conclusion that many 
moderate drinkers constitute a greater 
menace than those who drink to excess. 
‘Moderate’ drinkers lend an air of re. 
spectability to a thoroughly disrespect- 
able, injurious habit. I believe that per- 
sonal example is a more powerful influ. 
ence than precept, and that personal 
voluntary abstinence is the only safe 
road, even for a politician.” 
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Following Up That Absentee 
(Continued from page 901) 


stantly renewed — courage, patience, 
persistence, wisdom, knowledge and 
power — not forgetting the sword: of the 
Spirit. This can be accomplished only 
through Bible study and constant prayer, 
God has promised to be with you always, 
You will be discouraged at times, but 
read God’s promises. He assures us re- 
wards, if we faint not. Be strong and 
try again, and again, and again. “How 
many times, Lord?” The man in the 
parable in Luke 15 had ninety and nine 
sheep, but he sought the one that was 
lost until he found it. 

Make the absentee realize that he 
alone can fill his place. Make him see 
the importance of being there. But also 
make it plain to him if he doesn’t do 
his part, God will require it at his 
hands. He will also lose a blessing. 

Write Johnny cards, send him word 
by his friends or family, visit him vour- 
self, write him letters, go after him, 
and send others — the vice-president, the 
president, the secretary of the class, de- 
partment superintendent, and superin- 
‘tendent of Sunday school — all should 
be interested in him. But regard it 
always as your duty first. Use different 
methods. Use God’s Word freely by lips 
or by pen. Don’t nag. Don’t demand. 
If he becomes too annoyed, stop personal 
contacts for a while, but. always hold 
him up to God in prayer, seeking His 
glory through all your efforts, 


LaKE, Miss. 
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Lesson for October 30 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, October 30 


They Caught a Vision 
(Acts 16:6-10;. 26:19) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

é HERE there is no vision, the peo- 

ple perish: but he that keepeth the 
law, happy is he,” exclaims the writer 
of Proverbs (Prov. 29:18). R. F. Horton, 
in “The Expositor’s Bible,”, paraphrases 
this Proverb to read, “Where there is 
no living revelation, no perceived con- 
tact between man and God, there the 
ponds which hold society together are 
relaxed or broken; but he that holds by 
the revelation that has been given, obey- 
ing the law, so far as it has been pre- 
sented to him, happy is he.” 

4 

Man needs a revelation from God. The 
light of nature is good, but is not enough. 
Man’s common sense has value, but only 
when it can be checked and aligned, and 
kept in alignment by God’s revelation. 
Whenever you find on this earth a nation 
that knows nothing of God, either be- 
cause they have had no revelation of 
Him, or because they have forsaken and 
turned away from the revelation they 
had, you find the people sunk in hope- 
‘Jess savagery. 

But God has not left Himself without 
a witness. In Hebrews 1:1 we read that 
God spoke to man “at sundry times and 
in divers manners .. . by the prophets,” 
and that in these “last days,” He hath 
“spoken unto us by his Son” (Heb, 1:2). 
Time and again in the Scriptures we 
learn that God simgled out individuals to 
be His spokesmen so that He might re- 
veal Himself, first to a family, then to 
a nation, and finally to the whole world. 
His Holy Spirit has breathed into human 
instruments God's Law and His Word, 
and has caused them to write it down, 
so that we, too, mizht have the revela- 
tion, or vision, of Him, and might know 
His will concerning us. 

we 

Our Scripture lesson from Acts 16 and 
26 tells us about one man who had a 
Special vision and revelation from God 
because he had been chosen to carry 
God’s message to the Gentiles. Not all 
men are given a special vision as was 
the Apostle Paul. Some, such as Peter 
and John and Andrew, met the Lord 
Jesus under very ordinary circumstances 
and were called by Him to be disciples. 

A disreputable woman, you will re- 
member, met the Lord Jesus by a well 
hear Sarharia, and got a vision of Him 
that caused her to go and tell people 
of her town, so that many believed on 
Him as the Christ and the Saviour of 
the world (John 4). 
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But, in each case, you will note that 
the individuals who caught a vision 
learned first of all who God was. Then 
they learned of their own sinful condi- 
tion, and His ability to deal with that 
condition, and then they learned that 
God had a definite work for them to 
do. To those of us who live in this day 
seldom comes a vision such as Paul had. 
That is unnecessary in these days, be- 
cause we have the written Word, wherein 
we may learn about God, and about the 
Lord Jesus, who died for our sins on the 
cross. In that written Word, we also 
learn that God has a plan for each life 
and that we may know that plan if we 
will come to Him in faith, trusting in 
His Son for our salvation, and asking 
Him to reveal His will to us. 


Every one of us who has ever read or 
owned a copy of God’s Word has had a 
vision, or revelation, of Him. Paul, 
you will remember, told King Agrippa 
that he “was not disobedient. unto the 
heavenly vision” (Acts 26:19). Here is 
the heart of the whole matter as it con- 
cerns us. What have you done regarding 


‘the revelation that God has placed in 


your hands in the form of His written 
Word? As you have read there of God’s 
will concerning you, have you been obe- 
dient? Have you accepted His Son as 
your Saviour and Lord? Have you 
turned over your whole life to Him, and 
have you asked Him to reveal to 
you His will? In other words, have you 
been obedient, just as far as you have 
received light, to the revelation that 
God has given you? If you have, then 
you may be certain that God will give 
you further light, and step by step lead 
you into the fullness of His way for you. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


Devaluation Affects Canadian 
Subscribers 


N MONDAY, September 19, the 
Canadian Government devalued the 
Canadian dollar. Therefore our Cana- 
dian subscribers will be obliged to add 
10% to the amount due us on all future 
remittances. A single subscription will 
now require three Canadian dollars to 
approximate $2.75 in U.S.A. dollars. 
You may remit by personal check, ex- 
press money order; bank money order, 
post office money order, or postal notes, 
in Canadian funds, payable to our order, 
which should be sent to us at 325 N. 
13th Street, Philadelphia 5. The money 
orders and postal notes should be made 
payable at Toronto. -We have a Special 
Resident account under Permit N.S. 1456. 
When received we fill the order, en- 
dorse the check or money order, and 
deposit it in our bank in Toronto. On 
such a check, money order, express or- 
der, or postal note you: will- not be 
charged a collection fee. 
THE Sunpay ScuHoot Trmes Co. 


617) 983 


1 The Cristian ana 


NEEDS several trained nurses to fill 
vacancies in the present staff. 


NURSES 


This is an appeal to Christian bravery to 
enlist into a growing service ‘of great 

# needs. NOT across the seas, but right 
here at home with your own people. 

® Remuneration, maintenance, and addi- 
tional benefits are excellent. 

@ Churches in immediate vicinity. 

% Also, young women wanted to enlist as. } 
student nurses. 

; Ask for application NOW, and address to: 


Supervisor of Nurses 


CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM : 
Wyckoff, New Jersey . 





When answering. advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





Crangeizing 
POWER! 


@ A rich new spiritual 
experience awaits you in 
this latest of song books, 
just published) SONGS 

OF HOPE will help you 

arouse the zeal of your 
people for the spread of 

the Kingdom. A com- 
pact ALL-purpose 

book of powerful and 
appealing hymns and songs. 


Preases Younc ann Op — 
The scope of subjects covered in SONGS OF 
HOPE will surprise and delight you. It is 
practical for all church services and adequate 
as a teaching aid in all S. S. departments. Its 
musical resources and evangelical enthusiasm 
will warm your heart and you will say, ‘*THIS 
IS THE BOOK I WANT”, 


Mail Coupon Today! 


288° pages, 315 musical numbers, only $75 a 
100 not prepaid. Examine this new book 
before you_buy. 


we want to see “Songs of Hope”’ 
before we buy. Please send free sample. 


Name 





Addr. 








Your Official Church Duties 





Church & Di 
Expect to buy new 
song books (date) 





Pastor. 


HOPE Publishing Co. 


5703-HP WEST LAKE ST. CHICAGO 44, ILL. 





Addr... 
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Baraca-Philathea Bible Classes 
(Continued from second page) 


and developing them for service among 
their fellow men.” 

The use of the Baraca-Philathea plan 
is granted to a class that takes out a 
charter in the World Wide Baraca-Phila- 
thea Union. The initial fee is $3—$1 
for the charter, and $2 for one year’s 
advance dues. The dues include also a 
copy of the constitution and the Baraca- 
Philathea News, the sixteen- to twenty- 
page organ of the Union published 
monthly except during July and August, 

One interesting feature of the Union 





s $ EXTRA CASH 3 


Everyday Greeting Cards Christmas Greeting Cards 
Everyday Gift Wraps Christmas Gift Wraps 


Stationery and Note Sheets E 


Money making plan for individuals or agents 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


is the “Secret Service.” This is an inner 
prayer circle, devoted to praying daily 
for the pastor, church, class, the uncon- 
verted, and such other persons and in- 
terests as may be placed on the prayer 
lists. The plan encourages loyalty to 
the Bible, and one slogan is, “All stand- 
ing by the. Bible.” The plan can be 
used in a well graded or highly depart- 
mentalized Sunday school as well as in 
a one-room school. It stimulates loyalty 
to the local church. There are pins to 
be worn by members which identify 
them when they are visiting other 
churches. 

Descriptive literature and applications 
for membership may be had upon re- 
quest from the World Wide Baraca- 
Philathea Union, Mt. Vernon, Va. The 


Pa executive-secretary is Mr. K. Edwin 
S Fussell, 


we 


tart earning n nd for samples today on aj * - i 
prov mod FREE DETAIS. BIG PROFIT. mm" Alcohol and the United Nations 


3 $ 
5000 workers WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 
some S Pp 

greeting cards. Good commission. Send for 
"free catalog and price list. 

GEORGE W. NOBLE, The Christian Co. 

Dept. 6-M Pontiac Bldg. CHICAGO 5, ILL. 


ELIZABETHTOWN, PA. 
- 























Chex ort ROBES 


NYLON and many other fine materials, rea- 


conaly prloed. Weite fer 
A robes); J-53 (jr. robes); P-53 (pulpit robes). 
mae teic) Vie. Ue mck. Bsed 


366-5th Ave. 1000N. Market 318 





—Christian Greeting Cards— 
For SALE and for PERSONAL use 


Christmas, Birthday, comforting, encouraging messages 
of cheer to the sick, sorrowing, shut-in, etc. Many with 
BIBLE TEXT. ®OXED assortments and in BULK. 
Good profit. Write for Price List and sample. 


4 PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N. Y. 











48 pages monthly, prophetic truths, 
signs of the times, guidance, Bible 
nuggets. Don’t miss its important 
articles and news features, 

Editor: Dr. Keith L. Brooks 
Subscribe for America’s Original Prophetic Digest 
10 mo. $1; Foreign, $1.35 yr. 

Be a part of the League’s world-wide prayer and 
issi y fellowshi Biblical books being supplied 
free to missionaries, needy workers and prisons as God 

provides. 


Write for details of this faith and non-profit works 
AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC, 


BOX BB, EAGLE ROCK STATION, LOS ANGELES 41, CALIF, 





C-53 (choir 


New York1 C in, Ul, Chi 6, Hl. 
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(Continued from second page) 


Refusal to undergo this medical ex- 
amination shall be tantamount to a posi- 
tive diagnosis. Blood tests should also 
be taken of alcoholics who receive bene- 
fits from social insurance. 

Municipalities of more than 3,000 in- 
habitants should be required to set up 
social centers in which only non-alco- 
holic drinks are sold to the public. 

Then comes the following as a cap- 
stone. Remember, this is commended to 
the World Health Organization of the 
United Nations by a Committee headed 
by Dr. A, Cavaillon, Director General of 
Health in the Ministry of Health of the 
National Government of the French Re- 
public. Here is no talk of cossetting 
the poor drunkard, but of punishing him 
as a nuisance, 

“That any person having been twice 
convicted of drunkenness shall at his 
second trial be declared to have for- 
feited, from the day on which the sen- 
tence will have become irrevocable, the 
following rights for a period of ten 
years: 

“The right to vote and take part in 
an election. 

“The right to stand as a candidate in 
an election. 

“The right to be called upon or ap- 
pointed to perform the function of jury- 
man or other public functions or to hold 
such a post in the administration, 

“The right to carry weapons, 

“He may, moreover, be deprived of 
his paternity rights in regard to his 
children.” 

Long ago Jefferson, the arch-defender 
of human rights, proposed that admin- 
istrative offices in the government should 
be closed to drinkers of alcoholic liquor. 

Such penalties certainly ought to act 
as a deterrent to most drinkers, a dis- 
couragement even to “moderate drink- 
ing” as a dangerous professional risk. 


eof wickedness ... 


October 15, 1949 


For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoo] Lesson Committee. 


October 24 to 30 

Mon.—Isaiah 58:1-9. God Answers Need, 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Loose the bands 
undo the heavy bur- 
dens, . . . let the oppressed go free 

. break every yoke.” What blessings 
to mankind are possible through loving 
sacrifice. Fasting (one of the lost ordi- 
nances), when done according to the will 
of God, is of great benefit to the ob. 
server, and of blessing to its benefici- 
aries. -Bread we sacrifice may be dealt 
to the hungry; sympathy we feel 
while fasting for others who are in 
need may result in relieving minis 
tries. Fasting, such as God wants from 
us, cannot be “legal” when it helps our 
souls and blesses others. Pray for will- 
ingness to deny your fleshly appetites, 
as God’s Word directs, that you may 
thereby further the work of God, 


Tues.—Jeremiah 34:8-17. Rights of Others, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He shall execute 
judgment and righteousness in the land” 
(chap. 33:15). When our Lord reappears 
He will deal with the problems of this 
wicked old world with judgment and 
righteousness. His throne will be es- 
tablished with judgment and_ truth 
Righteousness will then cover the earth 
as waters blanket the deep. If, in the 
meantime, by His Spirit in the hearts of 
His people, they observe the rights of 
others, they reflect some of the beauty 
of the coming Kingdom of Christ. Pray 
for more consideration of the miseries 
and the appalling need of the uncon- 
verted, 


Wed.—Jeremiah 35:12-17. God Punishes Evil. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will bring upon 

. all... the evil I have pronounced.” 
“The curse of the Lord is in the house 
of the wicked: but he blesseth the habi- 
tation of the just” (Prov. 3:33). There 
is nothing more certain than that God 
will bless the righteous and punish the 
wicked. How important it is that sin- 
ners be turned to God from their wicked 
ways. Pray that you may be used of 
God “to open their eyes, and to turn 
them ... from the power of Satan unto 
God.” 


Thurs.—Romans 13:8-14. 
The Law of Life Is Love. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “He that loveth 
another hath fufilled the law.” The Lord 
Jesus is our pattern of love. He lived out 
the Sermon on the Mount and exhibited 
all the virtues mentioned in the “Love 
Chapter of the Bible” (1 Cor. 13). As 
we have the Spirit in our hearts we shall 
have His loving spirit toward everybody. 
In this world where hatred is rife, let us, 
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Lesson for October 30 


Che Sanday School Times 


President and Editor 
Puitie E. Howarp, JR, 
Executive Vice-President 
Harry J. JAEGER 
Secretary and Treasurer 
D. T. RIcHMAN 
Associate Editor 
Joun W. Lane, JR, 
Correspondence Editor: Emity D. SMITH 
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Subscription Rates 
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$2.00 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
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one address, $2.00 each, per year. 
Canada: add 25 cents per year, for 
postage. 
Foreign: add 50 cents per year, for 
postage. 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








by the grace of our Lord, love every- 
body sincerely, and His people fervently. 
Love is the law of the household of 
faith and the law of life for witnesses 
for Christ. Pray that you may be more 
and more conformed to the image of 
your gracious Saviour. 


Fri—Isaiah 35:3-10. God Helps the Weak. 

Prayer Succestions: “Strengthen ye 
the weak hands, and confirm the feeble 
knees.” We do this by giving these dear 
people the quickening Word of God. And 
what a great and blessed work it is to 
give to troubled and hindered souls a 
word in season. When we strengthen 
another’s hands in God we are doing 
the church and mankind a great service, 
for only the people of God lifted out 
of discouragement can help others. 
Never be discouraged, yourself, and 
never be a discourager. Pray that you 
may be used to strengthen some weak 
brother or sister today. 


Sat—Isaiah 5:1-13. Judgment Is God’s. 
Prayer Succestions: “I will lay it 
waste.” Periods of probation come to 
anend. When a sinner will not be cor- 
tected he must take his punishment. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Israel smarted for her unrepented sins. 
Others will have the same sad experi- 
ence. God is a God of judgment, and 
by Him actions are weighed. Pray that 
you may be a winner of souls. 
Sun.—Isaiah 5:18-23. God Warns the Evildoer. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woe unto them.” 
God warns sinners of their danger 
through Christians who are exercised 
about the same. God moved Isaiah first 
before the prophet warned the sinning 
nation. Seek to have your heart in- 
structed concerning the miseries and 
danger of the unconverted. Pray that 
you may be prepared for giving needed 
instruction and warning to individuals 
God gives you opportunity to deal with. 


(19) 915 


<=\ FOLDING CHAIRS 


iT) \ -/N Steel or Wood 


FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 
SS 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
}\ | AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 
a 
AGENTS 


\ J. P_ REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 69 SCRANTON 2. PA. 
WANTED 





Make good money sell- 
ing our quick moving 
merchandise. Complete 
line of Bibles, Books, 
& Mottoes, Greeting Cards, Calendars, 
a Sunday School Supplies. Easy pleasant 
4 work—Liberal Commissions. 


seeen eee eeee ws © WRITE TODAY FOR FULL DETALS 


THE HIGLEY PRESS, Dept. A-4 Butler, indiana 











-CHRISTun 


message to man over 1900 years ago was definitely CHRISTian. 
= Rone of 21 Scripture Text Christmas folders have a CHRISTian 


CHRISTmas is Christ’s birthday. Sell readily at $1. 
send postpaid for $1. these 21 folders plus box of 
beautiful all-oceasion folders. 

We have just added to our line of 28 Assortments, a unique Christmas 
Gift Wrapping ensemble with religious designs. We 
Scripture Text Christmas Letter-folders with full page for written 
message. Groups raise funds, ageats make money selling our complete 
line of 30 assortments. Profit up to 100%. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
SHEPHERD’S TOWN CARD CO., Box 30 SHEPHERDSTOWN, PA. 


Offer we will 


MERCHANDISE 


IS OUR SPECIALTY 


As Special ye! 


also offer 25 











When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 





with records in your home by 


Wendell P. Loveless 


LAUGH AND CRY with this gifted man of God as he 
brings to you poems which have inspired and blessed his own 
heart and the hearts of thousands who have listened to him 
during his ministry of over 25 years in radio. Herman Voss 


at the organ sup’ 
truly makes an 


lies a beautiful musical background. This 
bum unsurpassed both in listening pleasure 


and inspiration. 


QUOTE 


An album of 3 records 


Uncle Ben On Contentment 
Wit’s-End Corner 
Once It Was The Blessing 
At The Place Of The Sea 
Things Don’t Just Happen 
The Touch Of The Master’s Hand 


Wendell P. Loveless 


This album only $3.94, plus 25 cents 


per album for mailing ‘(tax included) 


.Write for Free Catalog of Singspiration’s Leading Line of Over 400 Recorded Hymns 


Singspiration records are C) Sooee, ome | eee Sree oe of 


being processed for Sing- 
spiration by RCA Victor 





Box 1, Dept. ST, Wheaton, Ill. 


C) & a $4.19 for 
P. Loveless 














NG INVESTMENTS 


OUGHTON COLLEGE is perhaps the only strictly conserva- 
tive, yet highly accredited college of liberal arts im the state 
of New York. Since receiving its provisional charter in 

1923, the expansion of the College has been rapid and consis- 
tent. Except during recent war years, nearly every matricula- 
tion has exceeded all previous records; the present Freshman 
class of 287 being the largest in the history of the institution. 


The financial management of the College has been extremely 
conservative. Assets are largely in local real estate. On account 
of its consistent growth, recent financial upheavals and world 
wars have made little impression upon HOUGHTON'’S fiscal 
standing. The College has for years paid all financial obliga- 
/ tions promptly when due. 
“hie Annuity Contrast: With such 
an-expanding institution will prove 
an éxceedingly safe and profitable 
Investment. Insures a promptly-paid 


» fixed income for life. Fire-, theft-, 
and depression-proof. 


: The handsome new Fine Arts Building, ob- 
- tained in part from the Government. 


P Leveling the ground for the carefully engi- 
_neered athletic field, now in preparation. 


Houghton offers a full athletic program. 
Archery is a newly introduced sport. 


3 wad Gaoyadeo Dormi- 
‘ation of Dr. James 





Fer complete details please address office of the President, Dept. T 





